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Dave Liebman is one of the leading forces in contemporary jazz. Prominently known for performing with
Miles Davis and Elvin Jones, he has exerted considerable influence as a saxophonist, bandleader, composer,
author, and educator. In addition to his recent recognition as a National Endowment for the Arts Jazz Master,
he has received the Order of Arts and Letters from France and holds an honorary doctorate from the Sibelius
Academy in Helsinki, Finland. He has mentored many of today's most notable young jazz musicians
worldwide and is a prolific writer on jazz.

In What It Is: The Life of a Jazz Artist, friend, pianist, and noted jazz scholar Lewis Porter conducts a series
of in-depth interviews with Liebman, who discusses his professional, personal, and musical relationships
with Davis and Jones, as well as such notable musicians as Chick Corea, Richie Beirach, Michael and Randy
Brecker, and many others. Through the interviews, Liebman discusses such personal matters as contracting
polio as a child and the difficulties it caused as an adult during his rise as a jazz musician. He offers insights
into the life of jazz performers of his generation, particularly the tumultuous period of the 1960s and 1970s.
The book also features rare photos from Liebman's personal collection. A fascinating and witty storyteller,
Liebman's stories in What It Is will appeal to jazz fans and scholars by providing a firsthand look into the
creative life of one of America's leading jazz musicians.
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From reader reviews:

Kevin Nixon:

Book will be written, printed, or created for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. As we know that book is important issue to bring us around the world.
Next to that you can your reading ability was fluently. A guide What It Is: The Life of a Jazz Artist (Studies
in Jazz) will make you to always be smarter. You can feel much more confidence if you can know about
everything. But some of you think that will open or reading a new book make you bored. It is not make you
fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you looking for best book or suitable book with you?

Jewel Tarr:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. As you
may know that book is very important for us. The book What It Is: The Life of a Jazz Artist (Studies in Jazz)
had been making you to know about other understanding and of course you can take more information. It is
quite advantages for you. The book What It Is: The Life of a Jazz Artist (Studies in Jazz) is not only giving
you considerably more new information but also for being your friend when you sense bored. You can spend
your personal spend time to read your e-book. Try to make relationship with all the book What It Is: The Life
of a Jazz Artist (Studies in Jazz). You never sense lose out for everything when you read some books.

Jessie Henricks:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading
behavior give you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information
inside the book this improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of
publication you read, if you want send more knowledge just go with education books but if you want
experience happy read one along with theme for entertaining like comic or novel. The What It Is: The Life of
a Jazz Artist (Studies in Jazz) is kind of guide which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Jennifer Stephens:

What It Is: The Life of a Jazz Artist (Studies in Jazz) can be one of your beginner books that are good idea.
Most of us recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary that may increase your
knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the information. The
article writer giving his/her effort to set every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing What It Is: The
Life of a Jazz Artist (Studies in Jazz) although doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader the hottest and
also based confirm resource information that maybe you can be one among it. This great information can
easily drawn you into fresh stage of crucial imagining.
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