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"After forty years of study on the subject, I can with some confidence say Bill and Carol McGann’s The
Story of the Tour de France is the finest such work ever produced in the English language, and perhaps in
any."
-From the preface by Owen Mulholland, author of Uphill Battle

"Besides towering over all bicycle races, the Tour de France endures for its unique Gaulic character, like
Victor Hugo's Les Miserables. The McGann's passionate and insightful writing evokes the raucous cast of
riders, promoters, and journalists thrusting through highs and lows worthy of opera. This volume stands out
as a must-read book for anyone seeking to appreciate cycling's race of races."
-Peter Joffre Nye, author of The Six-Day Bicycle Races: America's Jazz Age Sport and Hearts of Lions

"There are LOTS of books on the Tour de France. An increasing number of them are actually written in
English. However, of those, none educates Americans about this grand spectacle’s rich past. The Tour de
France has a history as fascinating and sordid as Rome’s and it is high time someone undertook to explain
this to our American sensibility. Our guide for the trip is a man with a ravenous appetite for both world
history and bicycle racing, just the sort of person to paint a Tour champion with the dramatic grandiosity
befitting Hannibal himself."
-Pat Brady, Editor, Asphalt Magazine

At the dawn of the 20th Century, French newspapers used bicycle races as promotions to build readership.
Until 1903 these were one-day events. Looking to deliver a coup de grace in a vicious circulation war, Henri
Desgrange—editor of the Parisian sports magazine L’Auto—took the suggestion of one of his writers to
organize a race that would last several days longer than anything else, like the 6-day races on the track, but
on the road.

That’s exactly what happened. For almost 3 weeks the riders in the first Tour de France rode over dirt roads
and cobblestones in a grand circumnavigation of France. The race was an electrifying success. Held annually
(suspended only during the 2 World Wars), the Tour grew longer and more complex with an ever-changing
set of rules, as Desgrange kept tinkering with the Tour, looking for the perfect formula for his race.

Each year a new cast of riders would assemble to contest what has now become the greatest sporting event in
the world.
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From reader reviews:

Marian Sheffield:

The book The Story of the Tour De France can give more knowledge and also the precise product
information about everything you want. Why must we leave a good thing like a book The Story of the Tour
De France? A few of you have a different opinion about publication. But one aim in which book can give
many data for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or facts
that you take for that, it is possible to give for each other; you are able to share all of these. Book The Story
of the Tour De France has simple shape however, you know: it has great and big function for you. You can
search the enormous world by wide open and read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Tonya Deschamps:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information that may give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world can certainly share
their idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their own reader with
their story or their experience. Not only situation that share in the guides. But also they write about the
ability about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
kids, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors nowadays always try to improve their
ability in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write for their book. One of them is this
The Story of the Tour De France.

Brett Baker:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, brief story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not trying The Story of the Tour De France that
give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied simply by reading this book. Reading behavior all over the
world can be said as the opportinity for people to know world far better then how they react towards the
world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky individual but for all of you
who wants to possibly be success person. So , for all of you who want to start looking at as your good habit,
you could pick The Story of the Tour De France become your own starter.

John McCraw:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book was rare? Why
so many query for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people likes reading
through, not only science book but also novel and The Story of the Tour De France or even others sources
were given expertise for you. After you know how the good a book, you feel desire to read more and more.
Science reserve was created for teacher or maybe students especially. Those textbooks are helping them to
increase their knowledge. In various other case, beside science guide, any other book likes The Story of the
Tour De France to make your spare time a lot more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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