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From acclaimed humorist William Thomas comes the funny yet poignant story of a thoroughbred
racehorse that lost 100 races in a row -- but, in everyone's eyes, became the ultimate winner.

On April 20, 1991, at Capritaur Farms in Upstate New York, Zippy Chippy strolled into the world. He was
born from American horse racing royalty -- Compliance (his father was Kentucky Derby-winner Northern
Dancer; his great-grandfather Native Dancer, the Preakness and Belmont Stakes winner) and Listen Lady
(great-granddaughter of Native Dancer). Even before his birth, the hopes (not to mention the bill for his
planned production) for Zippy Chippy were high. His pedigree was horse racing gold: Northern Dancer, Man
o' War, Count Fleet, Bold Ruler, War Admiral, and Buckpasser were all ancestors. His success and glory
seemed inevitable.
     But moments after his birth, Zippy Chippy struggled to his feet, took two steps forward . . . and stopped
dead in his tracks. He looked around, took in his surroundings, maybe indulged in a little daydream, then
promptly lay down for a nap in the straw. And thus began Zippy Chippy's storied racing career.
     Vince Lombardi, one of the greatest NFL coaches of all time, famously said, "Winning isn't everything,
it's the only thing." These words have become the battle cry of athletes, coaches, and teams everywhere, but
over the years, sports have taken on a literal interpretation of Lombardi's mantra. Match-fixing, doping,
sabotage, cocky and mean sportsmanship, all in the name of winning, have infiltrated and scandalized games,
teams, reputations, and newspaper headlines. Yet, since his first moments in the world, Zippy Chippy
ignored Lombardi and turned his nose at the concept of winning-at-all-costs. In fact, he decided to not win at
all, losing, over the course of his career, 100 consecutive races, at some of the greatest tracks in the country:
Belmont Park, Aqueduct, Finger Lakes, and Suffolk Downs among them. And he did so with his owner,
Felix Monserrate, by his side -- a man who refused to sell Zippy, or even retire him, simply because he
couldn't come in first. Soon, Zippy's cheering squad grew to include people who, enchanted by his story,
would travel from all over North America to watch him lose but then happily gallop back to his stable. To
them, Zippy Chippy was just like them; someone who wasn't an athlete with a million-dollar contract, or
someone with movie star looks -- he was a creature who struggled, who lost, and who failed even the lowest
of expectations. But, somehow, he found a way to enjoy himself and eagerly return for the next race.
     Told with laugh-out-loud wit and a lot of heart, The Legend of Zippy Chippy is the story of the losing-est
racehorse in North American history -- a perpetual loser who would become the winning thoroughbred in
professional horse racing to steal peoples' hearts.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Edward Olivieri:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Yeah, you can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to
take a walk, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or maybe read a book called The Legend
of Zippy Chippy: Life Lessons from Horse Racing's Most Lovable Loser? Maybe it is for being best activity
for you. You understand beside you can spend your time along with your favorite's book, you can cleverer
than before. Do you agree with their opinion or you have various other opinion?

Beverly Hummell:

Book is written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a e-book.
Book has a different type. As we know that book is important factor to bring us around the world. Adjacent
to that you can your reading ability was fluently. A book The Legend of Zippy Chippy: Life Lessons from
Horse Racing's Most Lovable Loser will make you to be smarter. You can feel more confidence if you can
know about everything. But some of you think this open or reading a book make you bored. It's not make
you fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you looking for best book or suitable book with you?

James Sanford:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive currently, people
have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and
notice simply by surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated the idea for a
while is reading. Yeah, by reading a e-book your ability to survive boost then having chance to endure than
other is high. For you personally who want to start reading the book, we give you this particular The Legend
of Zippy Chippy: Life Lessons from Horse Racing's Most Lovable Loser book as beginner and daily reading
e-book. Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Mark Bock:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information
from the book. Book is published or printed or created from each source in which filled update of news.
Within this modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From
media social like newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic.
You can add your understanding by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to open your book?
Or just seeking the The Legend of Zippy Chippy: Life Lessons from Horse Racing's Most Lovable Loser
when you desired it?
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