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A brilliant, sweeping, and unparalleled look at the extraordinarily rich culture and turbulent politics of New
York City between the years 1945 and 1950, The Brazen Age opens with Franklin Delano Roosevelt’s
campaign tour through the city’s boroughs in 1944. He would see little of what made New York the capital
of modernity—though the aristocratic FDR was its paradoxical avatar—a city boasting an unprecedented and
unique synthesis of genius, ambition, and the avant-garde. While concentrating on those five years, David
Reid also reaches back to the turn of the twentieth century to explore the city’s progressive politics, radical
artistic experimentation, and burgeoning bohemia.
 
From 1900 to 1929, New York City was a dynamic metropolis on the rise, and it quickly became a cultural
nexus of new architecture; the home of a thriving movie business; the glittering center of theater and radio;
and a hub of book, magazine, and newspaper publishing. In the 1930s, the rise of Hitler and World War II
would send some of Europe’s most talented men and women to America’s shores, vastly enriching the fields
of science, architecture, film, and arts and letters—the list includes Albert Einstein, Erwin Panofsky, Walter
Gropius, George Grosz, André Kertész, Robert Capa, Thomas Mann, Hannah Arendt, Vladimir Nabokov,
and John Lukacs.
 
Reid draws a portrait of the frenzied, creative energy of a bohemian Greenwich Village, from the taverns to
the salons. Revolutionaries, socialists, and intelligentsia in the 1910s were drawn to the highly provocative
monthly magazine The Masses, which attracted the era’s greatest talent, from John Reed to Sherwood
Anderson, Djuna Barnes, John Sloan, and Stuart Davis. And summoned up is a chorus of witnesses to the
ever-changing landscape of bohemia, from Malcolm Cowley to Anaïs Nin. Also present are the pioneering
photographers who captured the city in black-and-white: Berenice Abbott’s dizzying aerial views, Samuel
Gottscho’s photographs of the waterfront and the city’s architectural splendor, and Weegee’s masterful noir
lowlife.
 
But the political tone would be set by the next president, and Reid looks closely at Thomas Dewey, Henry
Wallace, and Harry Truman. James Forrestal, secretary of the navy under Roosevelt, would be influential in
establishing a new position in the cabinet before ascending to it himself as secretary of defense under
Truman, but not before helping to usher in the Cold War.
 
With The Brazen Age, David Reid has magnificently captured a complex and powerful moment in the history
of New York City in the mid-twentieth century, a period of time that would ensure its place on the world
stage for many generations.
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From reader reviews:

Numbers Harless:

The book The Brazen Age: New York City and the American Empire: Politics, Art, and Bohemia make you
feel enjoy for your spare time. You need to use to make your capable more increase. Book can for being your
best friend when you getting pressure or having big problem using your subject. If you can make looking at a
book The Brazen Age: New York City and the American Empire: Politics, Art, and Bohemia to be your
habit, you can get much more advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase your knowledge
about a few or all subjects. You could know everything if you like available and read a book The Brazen
Age: New York City and the American Empire: Politics, Art, and Bohemia. Kinds of book are a lot of. It
means that, science reserve or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about this guide?

Garland Thorpe:

The particular book The Brazen Age: New York City and the American Empire: Politics, Art, and Bohemia
will bring one to the new experience of reading a new book. The author style to clarify the idea is very
unique. Should you try to find new book to study, this book very acceptable to you. The book The Brazen
Age: New York City and the American Empire: Politics, Art, and Bohemia is much recommended to you to
learn. You can also get the e-book from your official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

William Kelley:

Can you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Make an effort to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't ascertain book by its deal with
may doesn't work this is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in
the outside appearance likes. Maybe you answer may be The Brazen Age: New York City and the American
Empire: Politics, Art, and Bohemia why because the amazing cover that make you consider about the content
will not disappoint an individual. The inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside or maybe cover.
Your reading sixth sense will directly make suggestions to pick up this book.

Bobbie Freeman:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our understanding for everything. By a book we can
know everything we really wish for. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every
year seemed to be exactly added. This guide The Brazen Age: New York City and the American Empire:
Politics, Art, and Bohemia was filled with regards to science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge
about your research competence. Some people has distinct feel when they reading a new book. If you know
how big benefit from a book, you can sense enjoy to read a book. In the modern era like at this point, many
ways to get book that you simply wanted.
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