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By the early fourteenth century, the city of Florence had emerged as an economic power in Tuscany,
surpassing even Siena, which had previously been the banking center of the region. In the space of fifty
years, during the lifetime of Dante Alighieri, 1265-1321, Florence had transformed itself from a political and
economic backwater—scarcely keeping pace with its Tuscan neighbors—to one of the richest and most
influential places on the continent. While many historians have focused on the role of the city's bankers and
merchants in achieving these rapid transformations, in Florence and Its Church in the Age of Dante, George
W. Dameron emphasizes the place of ecclesiastical institutions, communities, and religious traditions. While
by no means the only factors to explain Florentine ascension, no account of this period is complete without
considering the contributions of the institutional church.

In Florence, economic realities and spiritual yearnings intersected in mysterious ways. A busy grain market
on a site where a church once stood, for instance, remained a sacred place where many gathered to sing and
pray before a painted image of the Virgin Mary, as well as to conduct business. At the same time, religious
communities contributed directly to the economic development of the diocese in the areas of food
production, fiscal affairs, and urban development, while they also provided institutional leadership and
spiritual guidance during a time of profound uncertainty. Addressing such issues as systems of patronage and
jurisdictional rights, Dameron portrays the working of the rural and urban church in all of its complexity.
Florence and Its Church in the Age of Dante fills a major gap in scholarship and will be of particular interest
to medievalists, church historians, and Italianists.
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From reader reviews:

Charlie Bowers:

The book Florence and Its Church in the Age of Dante (The Middle Ages Series) can give more knowledge
and also the precise product information about everything you want. Why must we leave a good thing like a
book Florence and Its Church in the Age of Dante (The Middle Ages Series)? Some of you have a different
opinion about book. But one aim that will book can give many info for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right
now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, you could give for
each other; you are able to share all of these. Book Florence and Its Church in the Age of Dante (The Middle
Ages Series) has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and big function for you. You can seem
the enormous world by available and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Christine Curnutt:

Does one one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Aim to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't evaluate book by its include may doesn't
work at this point is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the
outside appearance likes. Maybe you answer can be Florence and Its Church in the Age of Dante (The
Middle Ages Series) why because the great cover that make you consider regarding the content will not
disappoint an individual. The inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your
reading sixth sense will directly assist you to pick up this book.

Brenda Blackmer:

Is it you who having spare time after that spend it whole day by means of watching television programs or
just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Florence and Its Church in the Age of
Dante (The Middle Ages Series) can be the answer, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are and so
out of date, spending your extra time by reading in this new era is common not a geek activity. So what these
guides have than the others?

Maria Ives:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you can have it in e-
book means, more simple and reachable. This particular Florence and Its Church in the Age of Dante (The
Middle Ages Series) can give you a lot of pals because by you checking out this one book you have issue
that they don't and make an individual more like an interesting person. This book can be one of a step for you
to get success. This guide offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't know, by knowing more
than various other make you to be great men and women. So , why hesitate? We should have Florence and
Its Church in the Age of Dante (The Middle Ages Series).
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