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Scattered over much of the world throughout most of their history, are the Jews one people or many? How
do they resemble and how do they differ from Jews in other places and times? What have their relationships
been to the cultures of their neighbors? To address these and similar questions, some of the finest scholars of
our day have contributed their insights to Cultures of the Jews, a winner of the National Jewish Book Award
upon its hardcover publication in 2002.

Constructing their essays around specific cultural artifacts that were created in the period and locale under
study, the contributors describe the cultural interactions among different Jews–from rabbis and scholars to
non-elite groups, including women–as well as between Jews and the surrounding non-Jewish world. What
they conclude is that although Jews have always had their own autonomous traditions, Jewish identity cannot
be considered the fixed product of either ancient ethnic or religious origins. Rather, it has shifted and
assumed new forms in response to the cultural environment in which the Jews have lived.

Mediterranean Origins, the first volume in Cultures of the Jews, describes the concept of the “People” or
“Nation” of Israel that emerges in the Hebrew Bible and the culture of the Israelites in relation to that of
neighboring Canaanite groups. It also discusses Jewish cultures in Babylonia, in Palestine during the Greco-
Roman and Byzantine periods, and in Arabia during the formative years of Islam.
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From reader reviews:

Nancy Sanchez:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive now, people have
do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice by
means of surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated it for a while is
reading. Sure, by reading a e-book your ability to survive boost then having chance to stay than other is high.
For you who want to start reading any book, we give you this particular Cultures of the Jews, Volume 1:
Mediterranean Origins book as beginner and daily reading reserve. Why, because this book is greater than
just a book.

Joshua Canfield:

Here thing why this specific Cultures of the Jews, Volume 1: Mediterranean Origins are different and
dependable to be yours. First of all examining a book is good but it really depends in the content of it which
is the content is as tasty as food or not. Cultures of the Jews, Volume 1: Mediterranean Origins giving you
information deeper since different ways, you can find any book out there but there is no e-book that similar
with Cultures of the Jews, Volume 1: Mediterranean Origins. It gives you thrill reading journey, its open up
your personal eyes about the thing that happened in the world which is probably can be happened around
you. You can easily bring everywhere like in playground, café, or even in your approach home by train.
Should you be having difficulties in bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of Cultures of the Jews,
Volume 1: Mediterranean Origins in e-book can be your alternative.

Lloyd North:

Cultures of the Jews, Volume 1: Mediterranean Origins can be one of your nice books that are good idea. We
recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary that will increase your knowledge in
terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the information. The copy writer giving
his/her effort to place every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing Cultures of the Jews, Volume 1:
Mediterranean Origins although doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader the hottest in addition to
based confirm resource data that maybe you can be among it. This great information can easily drawn you
into completely new stage of crucial pondering.

Harry Barnes:

Reading a book to get new life style in this season; every people loves to go through a book. When you read
a book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge,
because book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of
book that you have read. In order to get information about your study, you can read education books, but if
you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, along with
soon. The Cultures of the Jews, Volume 1: Mediterranean Origins will give you a new experience in reading
a book.
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