
Aradia or The Gospel of the Witches
Charles Godfrey Leland

Click here if your download doesn"t start automatically

http://youkof.club/go/read.php?id=0982432356
http://youkof.club/go/read.php?id=0982432356
http://youkof.club/go/read.php?id=0982432356


Aradia or The Gospel of the Witches

Charles Godfrey Leland

Aradia or The Gospel of the Witches Charles Godfrey Leland
If Gerald Brosseau Gardner is the father of the religion that calls itself Wicca, then Charles Godfrey Leland
is the grandfather of Witchcraft as a religion in the English-speaking world, and his small book, Aradia, is
that religion's birth-announcement.

It is the first work in English in which Witchcraft is portrayed as an underground old religion, surviving in
secret from ancient Pagan times.

Until now Aradia has been a work more often cited than read. Its first edition (1899) garnered only one
review, and sank from sight like a stone cast into murky waters; it sold poorly and is now a rare book. By
chance a copy fell into the hands of Theda Kenyon, who devoted a few pages to it in her sensational Witches
Still Live (1929), thereby calling it to the attention of many readers. By the 1950s Doreen Valiente had read
Aradia, and she incorporated some of its most beautiful passages into the Wiccan rituals that she wrote. In
the '60s and '70s it was reprinted four times, but always from a defective copy of the first edition that had lost
its last page. Only in the '90s did another reprint finally restore the missing page.

Aradia has always been a controversial work, among Witches and scholars alike. Scholars have questioned
whether it may be a fiction or a forgery by Leland or by his principal informant, Maddalena (Margherita
Taludi). Witches have objected to it on theological and ethical grounds, since some of the myths that it tells
are about Lucifer and Cain as well as Diana and Aradia, some of its spells work by threatening or coercing
the Deities and spirits, and in its revolutionary fervor it does not shrink even from teaching that the poor and
downtrodden should use poisons to destroy their feudal overlords. Despite all that, it remains a beautiful and
compelling work.

This edition has brought the format and typography up to date, while keeping the text unchanged. A modern
reader will undoubtedly find this new edition of Aradia much easier to read than the original or any of its
facsimile reprints.
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From reader reviews:

Charles Tapia:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or go to the outside with them household or their
friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV, or even playing
video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity here is look different you can read a new
book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent all day long to reading a
book. The book Aradia or The Gospel of the Witches it doesn't matter what good to read. There are a lot of
folks that recommended this book. These were enjoying reading this book. In case you did not have enough
space to create this book you can buy the particular e-book. You can m0ore easily to read this book from
your smart phone. The price is not to fund but this book offers high quality.

Herbert White:

Aradia or The Gospel of the Witches can be one of your nice books that are good idea. All of us recommend
that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in vocab, easy
to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the information. The article writer giving his/her
effort to get every word into delight arrangement in writing Aradia or The Gospel of the Witches
nevertheless doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader the hottest and based confirm resource details
that maybe you can be one among it. This great information can certainly drawn you into new stage of
crucial thinking.

Bridget Chacon:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book had been rare? Why so
many problem for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some people
likes reading through, not only science book but also novel and Aradia or The Gospel of the Witches or
perhaps others sources were given know-how for you. After you know how the fantastic a book, you feel
wish to read more and more. Science reserve was created for teacher or students especially. Those guides are
helping them to add their knowledge. In some other case, beside science reserve, any other book likes Aradia
or The Gospel of the Witches to make your spare time far more colorful. Many types of book like this.

James Murray:

As a college student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library
as well as to make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's
internal or real their hobby. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go to right
now there but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring in
addition to can't see colorful images on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important to suit
your needs. As we know that on this age, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, many
ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this Aradia or The Gospel of the Witches can make you really
feel more interested to read.
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