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Two Treatises of Government (or "Two Treatises of Government: In the Former, The False Principles, and
Foundation of Sir Robert Filmer, and His Followers, Are Detected and Overthrown. The Latter Is an Essay
Concerning The True Original, Extent, and End of Civil Government") is a work of political philosophy
published anonymously in 1689 by John Locke. The First Treatise attacks patriarchalism in the form of
sentence-by-sentence refutation of Robert Filmer's Patriarcha, while the Second Treatise outlines Locke's
ideas for a more civilized society based on natural rights and contract theory.

King James II of England (VII of Scotland) was overthrown in 1688 by a union of Parliamentarians and
stadtholder of the Dutch Republic William III of Oranje-Nassau (William of Orange), who as a result
ascended the English throne as William III of England. This is known as the Glorious Revolution, also called
the Revolution of 1688. Locke claims in the "Preface" to the Two Treatises that its purpose is to justify
William III's ascension to the throne, though Peter Laslett suggests that the bulk of the writing was instead
completed between 1679–1680 (and subsequently revised until Locke was driven into exile in 1683).
According to Laslett, Locke was writing his Two Treatises during the Exclusion Crisis, which attempted to
prevent James II from ever taking the throne in the first place. Anthony Ashley-Cooper, 1st Earl of
Shaftesbury, Locke's mentor, patron and friend, introduced the bill, but it was ultimately unsuccessful.
Richard Ashcraft, following in Laslett's suggestion that the Two Treatises were written before the
Revolution, objected that Shaftesbury's party did not advocate revolution during the Exclusion Crisis. He
suggests that they are instead better associated with the revolutionary conspiracies that swirled around what
would come to be known as the Rye House Plot. Locke, Shaftesbury and many others were forced into exile;
some, such as Sidney, were even executed for treason. Locke knew his work was dangerous—he never
acknowledged his authorship within his lifetime.

The Two Treatises begin with a Preface announcing what Locke hopes to achieve, but he also mentions that
more than half of his original draft, occupying a space between the First and Second Treatises, has been
irretrievably lost. Peter Laslett maintains that, while Locke may have added or altered some portions in 1689,
he did not make any revisions to accommodate for the missing section; he argues, for example, that the end
of the First Treatise breaks off in mid-sentence.

In 1691 Two Treatises was translated into French by David Mazzel, a French Huguenot living in the
Netherlands. This translation left out Locke's "Preface," all of the First Treatise, and the first chapter of the
Second Treatise (which summarised Locke's conclusions in the First Treatise). It was in this form that
Locke's work was reprinted during the 18th century in France and in this form that Montesquieu, Voltaire
and Rousseau were exposed to it. The only American edition from the 18th century was printed in 1773 in
Boston; it, too, left out all of these sections. There were no other American editions until the 20th century.
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From reader reviews:

George Carter:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing
for us to learn everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim as well as goal; it means that
publication has different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book.
These are reading whatever they have because their hobby is usually reading a book. What about the person
who don't like studying a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book once they found difficult
problem as well as exercise. Well, probably you will want this Two Treatises of Government.

Pamela Brock:

In other case, little folks like to read book Two Treatises of Government. You can choose the best book if
you'd prefer reading a book. Providing we know about how is important any book Two Treatises of
Government. You can add know-how and of course you can around the world by a book. Absolutely right,
due to the fact from book you can know everything! From your country until finally foreign or abroad you
will be known. About simple thing until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, we can easily
open a book or perhaps searching by internet product. It is called e-book. You may use it when you feel
bored to go to the library. Let's go through.

Charles Baker:

Here thing why that Two Treatises of Government are different and trusted to be yours. First of all looking at
a book is good nonetheless it depends in the content than it which is the content is as delicious as food or not.
Two Treatises of Government giving you information deeper as different ways, you can find any book out
there but there is no reserve that similar with Two Treatises of Government. It gives you thrill examining
journey, its open up your current eyes about the thing which happened in the world which is possibly can be
happened around you. You can bring everywhere like in park, café, or even in your method home by train. In
case you are having difficulties in bringing the published book maybe the form of Two Treatises of
Government in e-book can be your alternate.

Ernestine Pagan:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book has been rare? Why so
many concern for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes
reading, not only science book but also novel and Two Treatises of Government or others sources were given
expertise for you. After you know how the great a book, you feel need to read more and more. Science guide
was created for teacher or even students especially. Those ebooks are helping them to increase their
knowledge. In additional case, beside science reserve, any other book likes Two Treatises of Government to
make your spare time much more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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