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As late as Election Day, headlines across the country blared that the race was “too close to call.”

Even on the verge of his historic triumph in the 1980 presidential election, political observers continued to
underestimate Ronald Wilson Reagan.

In Rendezvous with Destiny, the long-awaited follow-up to his widely praised account of Reagan’s insurgent
1976 presidential campaign, Craig Shirley tells the incredible behind-the-scenes story of Reagan’s
improbable run to the White House in 1980—of how the “too close to call” election became a landslide
victory over incumbent Jimmy Carter and independent candidate John Anderson.

And this, Shirley shows, was no ordinary election. It dramatically altered the course of American—and
world—history. Reagan’s victory gave rise to a new generation of conservatism, ended liberalism’s half-
century reign of dominance, reversed the second-worst economic crisis in American history, and led to the
demise of the mighty Soviet Union.

To write Rendezvous with Destiny, Shirley gained unprecedented access to 1980 campaign files and
interviewed more than 150 insiders—from Reagan’s closest advisers and family members to Jimmy Carter
himself. The result is the first comprehensive history of the hard-fought 1980 campaign, a gripping account
that follows Reagan’s unlikely path from his bitter defeat on the floor of the 1976 Republican convention,
through his underreported “wilderness years,” through grueling primary fights in which he knocked out
several Republican heavyweights, through an often-nasty general election campaign complicated by the
presence of a third-party candidate (not to mention the looming shadow of Ted Kennedy), to Reagan’s
astounding victory on Election Night in 1980. Shirley’s years of intensive research have enabled him to
relate countless untold stories—including, at long last, the solution to one of the most enduring mysteries in
politics: just how Reagan’s campaign got hold of Carter’s debate briefing books.

Rendezvous with Destiny reveals how Reagan successfully battled the headwinds of the national media, the
Republican Party establishment, and even his own campaign team to become one of America’s greatest chief
executives.
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From reader reviews:

David Patton:

The feeling that you get from Rendezvous with Destiny: Ronald Reagan and the Campaign That Changed
America could be the more deep you searching the information that hide inside the words the more you get
serious about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to understand but Rendezvous with Destiny:
Ronald Reagan and the Campaign That Changed America giving you thrill feeling of reading. The author
conveys their point in particular way that can be understood simply by anyone who read the item because the
author of this book is well-known enough. That book also makes your personal vocabulary increase well.
Therefore it is easy to understand then can go along with you, both in printed or e-book style are available.
We highly recommend you for having this particular Rendezvous with Destiny: Ronald Reagan and the
Campaign That Changed America instantly.

Coleman Jones:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading
book thus. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new
details. When you read a e-book you will get new information due to the fact book is one of numerous ways
to share the information or even their idea. Second, reading a book will make you actually more imaginative.
When you looking at a book especially hype book the author will bring someone to imagine the story how
the people do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to others. When you read this Rendezvous
with Destiny: Ronald Reagan and the Campaign That Changed America, you are able to tells your family,
friends and soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a
publication.

Lisa Shumaker:

Reading a book to be new life style in this year; every people loves to learn a book. When you examine a
book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge, mainly
because book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of book
that you have read. If you need to get information about your research, you can read education books, but if
you act like you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, and also soon.
The Rendezvous with Destiny: Ronald Reagan and the Campaign That Changed America offer you a new
experience in reading a book.

Katrice Fredericksen:

Beside this specific Rendezvous with Destiny: Ronald Reagan and the Campaign That Changed America in
your phone, it could possibly give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or info. The information
and the knowledge you might got here is fresh in the oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an
previous people live in narrow small town. It is good thing to have Rendezvous with Destiny: Ronald



Reagan and the Campaign That Changed America because this book offers to you personally readable
information. Do you sometimes have book but you don't get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that would
not happen if you have this in the hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, including
treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss the item? Find this book and read it from at this
point!
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