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Birds are astonishingly intelligent creatures. In fact, according to revolutionary new research, some birds
rival primates and even humans in their remarkable forms of intelligence.  Like humans, many birds have
enormous brains relative to their size. Although small, bird brains are packed with neurons that allow them to
punch well above their weight.

In The Genius of Birds, acclaimed author Jennifer Ackerman explores the newly discovered brilliance of
birds and how it came about. As she travels around the world to the most cutting-edge frontiers of research—
the distant laboratories of Barbados and New Caledonia, the great tit communities of the United Kingdom
and the bowerbird habitats of Australia, the ravaged mid-Atlantic coast after Hurricane Sandy and the
warming mountains of central Virginia and the western states—Ackerman not only tells the story of the
recently uncovered genius of birds but also delves deeply into the latest findings about the bird brain itself
that are revolutionizing our view of what it means to be intelligent.

Consider, as Ackerman does, the Clark’s nutcracker, a bird that can hide as many as 30,000 seeds over
dozens of square miles and remember where it put them several months later; the mockingbirds and
thrashers, species that can store 200 to 2,000 different songs in a brain a thousand times smaller than ours;
the well-known pigeon, which knows where it’s going, even thousands of miles from familiar territory; and
the New Caledonian crow, an impressive bird that makes its own tools.

But beyond highlighting how birds use their unique genius in technical ways, Ackerman points out the
impressive social smarts of birds. They deceive and manipulate. They eavesdrop. They display a strong sense
of fairness. They give gifts. They play keep-away and tug-of-war. They tease. They share. They cultivate
social networks. They vie for status. They kiss to console one another. They teach their young. They
blackmail their parents. They alert one another to danger. They summon witnesses to the death of a peer.
They may even grieve.

This elegant scientific investigation and travelogue weaves personal anecdotes with fascinating science.
Ackerman delivers an extraordinary story that will both give readers a new appreciation for the exceptional
talents of birds and let them discover what birds can reveal about our changing world. Incredibly informative
and beautifully written, The Genius of Birds richly celebrates the triumphs of these surprising and fiercely
intelligent creatures.
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From reader reviews:

Donna Jost:

The e-book with title The Genius of Birds posesses a lot of information that you can discover it. You can get
a lot of profit after read this book. This particular book exist new knowledge the information that exist in this
reserve represented the condition of the world currently. That is important to yo7u to learn how the
improvement of the world. That book will bring you with new era of the internationalization. You can read
the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read this anywhere you want.

John Cleveland:

Why? Because this The Genius of Birds is an unordinary book that the inside of the e-book waiting for you
to snap the item but latter it will jolt you with the secret this inside. Reading this book close to it was
fantastic author who have write the book in such remarkable way makes the content on the inside easier to
understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning thoroughly. So , it is good for you for not
hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it. This amazing book will give you a lot of rewards
than the other book have got such as help improving your ability and your critical thinking means. So , still
want to postpone having that book? If I were being you I will go to the book store hurriedly.

Alma Brady:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray an individual, why because this The Genius of Birds reserve written
by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book that can be understand by anyone who have read
the book. Written throughout good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and writing skill only for
eliminate your current hunger then you still doubt The Genius of Birds as good book not merely by the cover
but also with the content. This is one guide that can break don't ascertain book by its protect, so do you still
needing a different sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense already alerted
you so why you have to listening to one more sixth sense.

Carolyn Scott:

This The Genius of Birds is great book for you because the content which is full of information for you who
have always deal with world and still have to make decision every minute. This kind of book reveal it data
accurately using great manage word or we can point out no rambling sentences within it. So if you are read it
hurriedly you can have whole information in it. Doesn't mean it only offers you straight forward sentences
but difficult core information with wonderful delivering sentences. Having The Genius of Birds in your hand
like keeping the world in your arm, details in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no book that offer you
world throughout ten or fifteen second right but this publication already do that. So , this really is good
reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt this?
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