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The role of science in policymaking has gained unprecedented stature in the United States, raising questions
about the place of science and scientific expertise in the democratic process. Some scientists have been given
considerable epistemic authority in shaping policy on issues of great moral and cultural significance, and the
politicizing of these issues has become highly contentious.

Since World War II, most philosophers of science have purported the concept that science should be “value-
free.” In Science, Policy and the Value-Free Ideal, Heather E. Douglas argues that such an ideal is neither
adequate nor desirable for science.  She contends that the moral responsibilities of scientists require the
consideration of values even at the heart of science. She lobbies for a new ideal in which values serve an
essential function throughout scientific inquiry, but where the role values play is constrained at key points,
thus protecting the integrity and objectivity of science. In this vein, Douglas outlines a system for the
application of values to guide scientists through points of uncertainty fraught with moral valence.

Following a philosophical analysis of the historical background of science advising and the value-free ideal,
Douglas defines how values should-and should not-function in science.  She discusses the distinctive direct
and indirect roles for values in reasoning, and outlines seven senses of objectivity, showing how each can be
employed to determine the reliability of scientific claims.  Douglas then uses these philosophical insights to
clarify the distinction between junk science and sound science to be used in policymaking. In conclusion, she
calls for greater openness on the values utilized in policymaking, and more public participation in the
policymaking process, by suggesting various models for effective use of both the public and experts in key
risk assessments.
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From reader reviews:

Suzanne Macdougall:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray a person, why because this Science, Policy, and the Value-Free Ideal
reserve written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make book that can be understand by
anyone who also read the book. Written in good manner for you, dripping every ideas and creating skill only
for eliminate your personal hunger then you still question Science, Policy, and the Value-Free Ideal as good
book not merely by the cover but also by content. This is one e-book that can break don't judge book by its
cover, so do you still needing a different sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on your reading sixth
sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to an additional sixth sense.

Thelma Price:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book
compared to can satisfy your short space of time to read it because this time you only find reserve that need
more time to be read. Science, Policy, and the Value-Free Ideal can be your answer since it can be read by
anyone who have those short time problems.

Elizabeth Branch:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside using friends, fun activity along with family or
just watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by examining a book.
Ugh, think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It okay you
can have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like Science, Policy, and the Value-
Free Ideal which is finding the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's see.

Paulette Rodriguez:

Within this era which is the greater person or who has ability to do something more are more special than
other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple method to have that. What you must do is just
spending your time very little but quite enough to get a look at some books. Among the books in the top
checklist in your reading list is usually Science, Policy, and the Value-Free Ideal. This book that is qualified
as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in growing to be precious person. By looking upwards and
review this guide you can get many advantages.
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