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The mining of diamonds, their trading mechanisms, their financial institutions, and, not least, their cultural
expressions as luxury items have engaged the work of historians, economists, social scientists, and
international relations experts. Based on previously unexamined historical documents found in archives in
Belgium, England, Israel, the Netherlands, and the United States, this book is the first in English to tell the
story of the formation of one of the world's main strongholds of diamond production and trade in Palestine
during the 1930s and 1940s. The history of the diamond-cutting industry, characterized by a long-standing
Jewish presence, is discussed as a social history embedded in the international political economy of its times;
the genesis of the industry in Palestine is placed on a broad continuum within the geographic and economic
dislocations of Dutch, Belgian, and German diamond-cutting centers. In providing a micro-historical and
interdisciplinary perspective, the story of the diamond industry in Mandate Palestine proposes a more
nuanced picture of the uncritical approach to the strict boundaries of ethnic-based occupational communities.
This book unravels the Middle-eastern pattern of state intervention in the empowerment of private capital
and recasts this craft culture's inseparability from international politics during a period of war and
transformation of empire.

David De Vries is an Associate Professor at the Department of Labor Studies at Tel Aviv University, Israel.
He studied history at the LSE and Warwick University. A social historian, his primary research interests are
modern labor and business history of Palestine and Israel. His publications include Idealism and Bureaucracy
in 1920s Palestine: The Origins of 'Red Haifa' (1999, in Hebrew) and Dock Workers: International
Explorations in Labor History, 1790-1970 (2000, co-edited). Currently he is writing on strikes in Israeli
history and is involved in a project on new perspectives in the business history of the modern Middle East.
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From reader reviews:

John Kuykendall:

Reading a book tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot of
information that can give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world could share their idea.
Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire all their reader with their story as well as
their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the guides. But also they write about the ability about
something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach children, there are
many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on earth always try to improve their talent in writing,
they also doing some research before they write on their book. One of them is this Diamonds and War: State,
Capital, and Labor in British-Ruled Palestine.

Roger Waldrop:

You can spend your free time to study this book this reserve. This Diamonds and War: State, Capital, and
Labor in British-Ruled Palestine is simple to create you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach, train
and also soon. If you did not include much space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy the e-
book. It is make you simpler to read it. You can save the book in your smart phone. Thus there are a lot of
benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Ray Ortiz:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside together with friends, fun activity together with
family or just watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by
looking at a book. Ugh, think reading a book can actually hard because you have to accept the book
everywhere? It fine you can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like
Diamonds and War: State, Capital, and Labor in British-Ruled Palestine which is obtaining the e-book
version. So , try out this book? Let's see.

Frank Moore:

As a scholar exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library or even
make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's internal or
real their passion. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to go to the library. They go to presently
there but nothing reading really. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring along with can't see
colorful images on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. As we
know that on this time, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore this Diamonds and War: State, Capital, and Labor in British-Ruled Palestine
can make you really feel more interested to read.
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