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At the end of his 1994 book, The Soul of the American University, George Marsden advanced a modest
proposal for an enhanced role for religious faith in today's scholarship. This "unscientific postscript" helped
spark a heated debate that spilled out of the pages of academic journals and The Chronicle of Higher
Education into mainstream media such as The New York Times, and marked Marsden as one of the leading
participants in the debates concerning religion and public life. Marsden now gives his proposal a fuller
treatment in The Outrageous Idea of Christian Scholarship, a thoughtful and thought-provoking book on the
relationship of religious faith and intellectual scholarship.
More than a response to Marsden's critics, The Outrageous Idea of Christian Scholarship takes the next step
towards demonstrating what the ancient relationship of faith and learning might mean for the academy today.
Marsden argues forcefully that mainstream American higher education needs to be more open to explicit
expressions of faith and to accept what faith means in an intellectual context. While other defining elements
of a scholar's identity, such as race or gender, are routinely taken into consideration and welcomed as
providing new perspectives, Marsden points out, the perspective of the believing Christian is dismissed as
irrelevant or, worse, antithetical to the scholarly enterprise.
Marsden begins by examining why Christian perspectives are not welcome in the academy. He rebuts the
various arguments commonly given for excluding religious viewpoints, such as the argument that faith is
insufficiently empirical for scholarly pursuits (although the idea of complete scientific objectivity is consider
naive in most fields today), the fear that traditional Christianity will reassert its historical role as oppressor of
divergent views, and the received dogma of the separation of church and state, which stretches far beyond
the actual law in the popular imagination. Marsden insists that scholars have both a religious and an
intellectual obligation not to leave their deeply held religious beliefs at the gate of the academy. Such beliefs,
he contends, can make a significant difference in scholarship, in campus life, and in countless other ways.
Perhaps most importantly, Christian scholars have both the responsibility and the intellectual ammunition to
argue against some of the prevailing ideologies held uncritically by many in the academy, such as naturalistic
reductionism or unthinking moral relativism.
Contemporary university culture is hollow at its core, Marsden writes. Not only does it lack a spiritual
center, but it is without any real alternative. He argues that a religiously diverse culture will be an
intellectually richer one, and it is time that scholars and institutions who take the intellectual dimensions of
their faith seriously become active participants in the highest level of academic discourse. Whether the
reader agrees or disagrees with this conclusion, Marsden's thoughtful, well-argued book is necessary reading
for all sides of the debate on religion's role in education and culture.
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From reader reviews:

Richard Cassidy:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children until adult are different content. As we know that
book is very important for people. The book The Outrageous Idea of Christian Scholarship ended up being
making you to know about other knowledge and of course you can take more information. It is rather
advantages for you. The book The Outrageous Idea of Christian Scholarship is not only giving you a lot
more new information but also to become your friend when you feel bored. You can spend your personal
spend time to read your guide. Try to make relationship with the book The Outrageous Idea of Christian
Scholarship. You never really feel lose out for everything if you read some books.

Rosalie Dietrich:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading addiction give you
lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information inside the book
that improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of book you
read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want feel happy read one
using theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. Typically the The Outrageous Idea of Christian
Scholarship is kind of guide which is giving the reader unstable experience.

David Goodspeed:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information these days can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even a concern. What people must be
consider whenever those information which is from the former life are difficult to be find than now's taking
seriously which one is suitable to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you receive the
unstable resource then you understand it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you.
All those possibilities will not happen with you if you take The Outrageous Idea of Christian Scholarship as
the daily resource information.

Carolyn Berndt:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is published or printed or created from each source this filled update of news. On
this modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media social
just like newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. You can add
your knowledge by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
searching for the The Outrageous Idea of Christian Scholarship when you required it?
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