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This magnificent book is a gallery of words and images that celebrates the sister arts of poetry and painting.
John Hollander, the eminent poet and critic, has selected more than fifty works of art--paintings, prints,
drawings, photographs, and sculptures from antiquity to the present--and matched them to poems that
address the same images in their verses. The result is an illuminating and ingeniously organized chronicle of
words and images in conversation, as well as a powerful introduction to how, across Western culture, great
writers have been inspired by pictures.

The Gazer's Spirit focuses on leading examples of ecphrastic poetry, or poems that directly confront
particular works of art. Hollander, who is one of the most distinguished contemporary practitioners of the
ecphrastic tradition, has crafted a survey of enormous range, taste, and depth, from the Renaissance to the
twentieth century. The heart of the book is its gallery of poems and images set side by side.

There are poems whose presence in this book is all but inevitable, such as Auden's "Musee des Beaux Arts"
paired with Breugel the Elder's Landscape with the Fall of Icarus, and delightful surprises, such as Edith
Wharton's sonnet that casts fresh light on Leonardo's Mona Lisa. Here are Robert Browning and
Michelangelo; Walt Whitman and George Inness; and Randall Jarrell and Albrecht Dürer writing and
drawing about The Knight, Death and the Devil.

Among the poets are many visually sophisticated writers such as James Merrill, Richard Howard, Marianne
Moore, and Richard Wilbur; the visual objects in the book are both celebrated and obscure, as various as a
Greek sculplture, a medieval tapestry, a famous Renoir, or a fountain by an anonymous architect. In some
cases, obvious affinities, such as a poem by Vicki Hearne on a white horse by Gauguin, produce unexpected
poetic results.
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From reader reviews:

James Harris:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, quick story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not attempting The Gazer's Spirit:
Poems Speaking to Silent Works of Art that give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied by means of
reading this book. Reading addiction all over the world can be said as the method for people to know world a
great deal better then how they react to the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading addiction
only for the geeky individual but for all of you who wants to be success person. So , for every you who want
to start examining as your good habit, you are able to pick The Gazer's Spirit: Poems Speaking to Silent
Works of Art become your current starter.

Mable Watkins:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Aim
to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't determine book by its include may doesn't work is
difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside search
likes. Maybe you answer might be The Gazer's Spirit: Poems Speaking to Silent Works of Art why because
the wonderful cover that make you consider about the content will not disappoint anyone. The inside or
content will be fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly assist you to
pick up this book.

April Hannah:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make anyone
to understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information better to share.
You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon. You will
observe that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The actual book that recommended to you
personally is The Gazer's Spirit: Poems Speaking to Silent Works of Art this publication consist a lot of the
information with the condition of this world now. This kind of book was represented so why is the world has
grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer use to explain it is easy to understand. The actual writer made
some analysis when he makes this book. This is why this book suited all of you.

Joshua Stickley:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many question for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some people
likes examining, not only science book but in addition novel and The Gazer's Spirit: Poems Speaking to
Silent Works of Art as well as others sources were given expertise for you. After you know how the truly
great a book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher or even students
especially. Those guides are helping them to include their knowledge. In various other case, beside science



publication, any other book likes The Gazer's Spirit: Poems Speaking to Silent Works of Art to make your
spare time considerably more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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