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Can You Top This? is a popular radio panel show in which comedians told jokes. The unrehearsed program,
sponsored at one point by Colgate-Palmolive, was created by veteran vaudevillian "Senator" Edward Ford,
who claimed he was taking part in a joke session at a New York theatrical club when he conceived the idea.
However, the format was quite similar to a prior joke-telling radio series, Stop Me If You've Heard This One
(1939-40), which featured Ford and cartoonist Harry Hershfield as panelists. Many jokes involved ethnic
humor told in dialect. Listeners contributed approximately 3,000 jokes a week. Host Peter Donald told the
best of these jokes, each one centered on a different topic, while a "laugh meter" took note of the audience
reaction. The "Knights of the Clown Table" - Ford, Hershfield and Joe Laurie, Jr. - attempted to top listeners
with their own jokes, which sometimes presented an extra challenge as their jokes had to be pertinent to the
topic. Any submission used on the program received ten dollars. Each time a panelist failed to top Peter
Donald's joke (as registered on the laugh meter which went as high as 1000), an additional five dollars was
added, so a listener could potentially win as much as $25, though on many occasions Donald's jokes would
score perfect 1000s which would guarantee the top prize to the submitter regardless of how the rest of the
panel fared. Further, listeners were also given phonograph recordings of Peter Donald telling their jokes on
the air. The panelists claimed that together they knew over 15,000 jokes. Can You Top This? debuted on
New York's WOR radio in 1940. NBC picked up the show in 1942, and it continued 12 more years. Hosts at
one time or another included Peter Donald, Ward Wilson, Roger Bower and Dennis James. Can You Top
This made its first television debut on ABC on October 3, 1950 but only lasted until March 26, 1951. This
version featured Ward Wilson as host and Ford, Hershfield and Laurie as panelists.
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From reader reviews:

Lana Alvis:

Now a day those who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not involve people to be aware of each info they get. How many people to
be smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Reading through a
book can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information mainly this CAN YOU TOP THIS? -
OLD TIME RADIO - 1 mp3 CD - 34 episodes - Total Playtime: 13:36:08 book since this book offers you
rich info and knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this book hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt
in it you know.

Ernest Ainsworth:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information currently can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a knowledge or any news even a problem. What people must be
consider whenever those information which is within the former life are difficult to be find than now is
taking seriously which one is appropriate to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you
receive the unstable resource then you understand it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage
for you. All of those possibilities will not happen in you if you take CAN YOU TOP THIS? - OLD TIME
RADIO - 1 mp3 CD - 34 episodes - Total Playtime: 13:36:08 as the daily resource information.

Donald Perkins:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you can have
it in e-book way, more simple and reachable. This CAN YOU TOP THIS? - OLD TIME RADIO - 1 mp3
CD - 34 episodes - Total Playtime: 13:36:08 can give you a lot of buddies because by you taking a look at
this one book you have point that they don't and make you actually more like an interesting person. That
book can be one of a step for you to get success. This publication offer you information that possibly your
friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more than other make you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate?
We need to have CAN YOU TOP THIS? - OLD TIME RADIO - 1 mp3 CD - 34 episodes - Total Playtime:
13:36:08.

Karina McDermott:

Reserve is one of source of know-how. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen have to have book to know the upgrade information of year for you to year. As we know
those publications have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, can also bring us to around
the world. With the book CAN YOU TOP THIS? - OLD TIME RADIO - 1 mp3 CD - 34 episodes - Total
Playtime: 13:36:08 we can have more advantage. Don't that you be creative people? To get creative person
must choose to read a book. Merely choose the best book that acceptable with your aim. Don't become doubt
to change your life by this book CAN YOU TOP THIS? - OLD TIME RADIO - 1 mp3 CD - 34 episodes -
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