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“25,000 slaves were brought into Cuba every year – with the wrongful compliance of, and personal profit by,
Spanish officials." – Dr. Richard Madden

"Now, the unfortunate Africans whose case is the subject of the present representation, have been thrown by
accidental circumstances into the hands of the authorities of the United States Government whether these
persons shall recover the freedom to which they are entitled, or whether they shall be reduced to slavery, in
violation of known laws and contracts publicly passed, prohibiting the continuance of the African slave-trade
by Spanish subjects.” – Henry Stephen Fox, British diplomat

By the early 19th century, several European nations had banned slavery, but while the United States had
banned the international slave trade, slavery was still legal in the country itself. As a result, there was still a
strong financial motive for merchants and slave traders to attempt to bring slaves to the Western hemisphere,
and a lot of profits to be gained from successfully sneaking slaves into the American South and the
Caribbean by way of locations like Havana, Cuba.

At the same time, the cruelties of the slave trade often led to desperate attempts by slaves or would-be slaves
to avoid the horrific fate that they were either experiencing or about to face. In 1831, Nat Turner’s revolt
shocked the South and scared plantation owners across the country, while also bringing the issue of slavery
to the forefront of the national debate. But just years after Turner’s rebellion was quickly put down, the
United States was embroiled in another similar controversy as a result of the successful insurrection aboard
the Amistad, a Spanish schooner that was carrying Africans taken from modern day Sierra Leone and
brought across the Atlantic to Cuba.

In 1839, the Amistad was loaded in Havana with Africans who had been brought across the ocean to be
made slaves, but after the ship left Havana for another location on Cuba, the Africans escaped their shackles,
killed the captain, and took over the ship. When they demanded to be taken back to Africa, the ship’s crew
instead sailed north, and the ship was ultimately captured off the coast of Long Island in New York by the
USS Washington. All of this resulted in one of the most famous maritime cases in history, and one that
affected not just the international slave trade ban but also how jurisdiction over such a case was determined.
While the British were interested in enforcing the ban on the slave trade, Spain wanted to protect its own
rights by asserting that their property (crew and ship) could not be subjected to American jurisdiction, and
that since slavery was legal in Cuba, a foreign country had no right to determine the legal status of the
Africans aboard the Amistad. On top of that, both the Spanish slave traders intending to sail the ship around
Cuba and the American captain who seized the Amistad claimed ownership of the Africans.

The legal case proceeded all the way up to the United States Supreme Court, which eventually affirmed a
lower court ruling that allowed the Africans to be returned home as free men, but not before the British and



Spanish used diplomatic and political leverage to try to influence the outcome. Ultimately, the rebellion on
the Amistad and the case that followed became a watershed moment in the debate over slavery and abolition
in America about 20 years before the Civil War.

The Amistad: The Slave Revolt and Legal Case that Changed The World chronicles the events that led up to
one of history’s most famous slave uprisings, and the lasting legacy of the case that determined the fate of
the Africans on the ship.
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From reader reviews:

Ruth Jones:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Yes, you can
choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to take a go walking,
shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open as well as read a book entitled The Amistad: The
Slave Revolt and Legal Case that Changed the World? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You know
beside you can spend your time using your favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree with
their opinion or you have different opinion?

Mary McDonald:

This book untitled The Amistad: The Slave Revolt and Legal Case that Changed the World to be one of
several books which best seller in this year, that is because when you read this book you can get a lot of
benefit upon it. You will easily to buy this particular book in the book retail store or you can order it via
online. The publisher of this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more readily to read this book, because
you can read this book in your Smart phone. So there is no reason to you personally to past this reserve from
your list.

William Hill:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
skill or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book in
comparison with can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because pretty much everything time you
only find book that need more time to be go through. The Amistad: The Slave Revolt and Legal Case that
Changed the World can be your answer as it can be read by a person who have those short spare time
problems.

Jon Fuselier:

Some people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a book. They are directly felt it when they
get a half parts of the book. You can choose often the book The Amistad: The Slave Revolt and Legal Case
that Changed the World to make your reading is interesting. Your skill of reading talent is developing when
you similar to reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy to see it and mingle the opinion about
book and looking at especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to like to open up a book and study it.
Beside that the publication The Amistad: The Slave Revolt and Legal Case that Changed the World can to be
your friend when you're feel alone and confuse using what must you're doing of these time.
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