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In this book, Erik Swyngedouw explores how water becomes part of the tumultuous processes of
modernization and development. Using the experience of Spain as a lens to view the interplay of modernity
and environmental transformation, Swyngedouw shows that every political project is also an environmental
project.

In 1898, Spain lost its last overseas colony, triggering a period of post-imperialist turmoil still referred to as
El Disastre. Turning inward, the nation embarked on "regeneration" and modernization. Water played a
central role in this; during a turbulent period from the twentieth century into the twenty-first -- through the
Franco years and into the new era of liberal democracy -- Spain's waterscapes were completely transformed,
with large-scale projects that ranged from dam construction to irrigation to desalinization. Swyngedouw
describes the contested political-ecological process that marked this transformation, showing that the Spain's
diverse and contested paths to modernization were predicated on particular trajectories of environmental
transformation.

After laying out his theoretical perspectives, Swyngedouw analyzes three periods of Spain's political-
ecological modernization: the aspirations and stalled modernization of the early twentieth century; the
accelerated efforts under the authoritarian Franco regime -- which included six hundred dams, expanded
hydroelectricity, and massive irrigation; and the changing hydro-social landscape under social democracy.
Offering an innovative perspective on the relationship of nature and society, Liquid Power illuminates the
political nature of nature.
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From reader reviews:

John Charles:

This Liquid Power: Contested Hydro-Modernities in Twentieth-Century Spain (Urban and Industrial
Environments) tend to be reliable for you who want to certainly be a successful person, why. The key reason
why of this Liquid Power: Contested Hydro-Modernities in Twentieth-Century Spain (Urban and Industrial
Environments) can be one of the great books you must have is definitely giving you more than just simple
looking at food but feed you with information that maybe will shock your earlier knowledge. This book is
actually handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and whenever your conditions in the e-book and printed
kinds. Beside that this Liquid Power: Contested Hydro-Modernities in Twentieth-Century Spain (Urban and
Industrial Environments) giving you an enormous of experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving you
demo of critical thinking that we know it useful in your day activity. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Tonia Lee:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book
store? Try and pick one book that you never know the inside because don't ascertain book by its handle may
doesn't work is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in the
outside appear likes. Maybe you answer could be Liquid Power: Contested Hydro-Modernities in Twentieth-
Century Spain (Urban and Industrial Environments) why because the excellent cover that make you consider
about the content will not disappoint an individual. The inside or content is fantastic as the outside or cover.
Your reading 6th sense will directly guide you to pick up this book.

Tony Jacobson:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book compared to
can satisfy your short space of time to read it because this all time you only find guide that need more time to
be examine. Liquid Power: Contested Hydro-Modernities in Twentieth-Century Spain (Urban and Industrial
Environments) can be your answer as it can be read by anyone who have those short time problems.

Vickie Gilbert:

Reading a book to become new life style in this year; every people loves to go through a book. When you
study a book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge,
simply because book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what types of
book that you have read. If you need to get information about your review, you can read education books,
but if you act like you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, these us novel, comics, along with
soon. The Liquid Power: Contested Hydro-Modernities in Twentieth-Century Spain (Urban and Industrial
Environments) will give you new experience in studying a book.
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