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You could be forgiven for thinking that the smile has no history; it has always been the same. However, just
as different cultures in our own day have different rules about smiling, so did different societies in the past.
In fact, amazing as it might seem, it was only in late eighteenth century France that western civilization
discovered the art of the smile. In the 'Old Regime of Teeth' which prevailed in western Europe until then,
smiling was quite literally frowned upon. Individuals were fatalistic about tooth loss, and their open mouths
would often have been visually repulsive. Rules of conduct dating back to Antiquity disapproved of the
opening of the mouth to express feelings in most social situations. Open and unrestrained smiling was
associated with the impolite lower orders.

In late eighteenth-century Paris, however, these age-old conventions changed, reflecting broader
transformations in the way people expressed their feelings. This allowed the emergence of the modern smile
par excellence: the open-mouthed smile which, while highlighting physical beauty and expressing individual
identity, revealed white teeth. It was a transformation linked to changing patterns of politeness, new ideals of
sensibility, shifts in styles of self-presentation - and, not least, the emergence of scientific dentistry. These
changes seemed to usher in a revolution, a revolution in smiling. Yet if the French revolutionaries initially
went about their business with a smile on their faces, the Reign of Terror soon wiped it off. Only in the
twentieth century would the white-tooth smile re-emerge as an accepted model of self-presentation.

In this entertaining, absorbing, and highly original work of cultural history, Colin Jones ranges from the
history of art, literature, and culture to the history of science, medicine, and dentistry, to tell a unique and
untold story about a facial expression at the heart of western civilization.
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From reader reviews:

Joshua Ricker:

What do you think about book? It is just for students as they are still students or the item for all people in the
world, exactly what the best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that problem above. Every
person has various personality and hobby per other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that they
don't wish do that. You must know how great and important the book The Smile Revolution: In Eighteenth
Century Paris. All type of book could you see on many sources. You can look for the internet sources or
other social media.

Carl Moss:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive right now, people have
do something to make these survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and notice through
surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated it for a while is reading. Sure, by
reading a reserve your ability to survive increase then having chance to stand than other is high. In your case
who want to start reading a book, we give you this particular The Smile Revolution: In Eighteenth Century
Paris book as basic and daily reading guide. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Charlie Smith:

As a scholar exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library in
order to make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's spirit or
real their pastime. They just do what the educator want, like asked to go to the library. They go to right now
there but nothing reading really. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring in addition to can't
see colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. As we
know that on this age, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. So , this The Smile Revolution: In Eighteenth Century Paris can make you really feel
more interested to read.

Ann Cason:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information from your book. Book is prepared or printed or illustrated from each source that filled update of
news. With this modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media
social including newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic.
You can add your understanding by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to spread out your
book? Or just seeking the The Smile Revolution: In Eighteenth Century Paris when you desired it?
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