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The Age of Irreverence tells the story of why China’s entry into the modern age was not just traumatic, but
uproarious. As the Qing dynasty slumped toward extinction, prominent writers compiled jokes into
collections they called “histories of laughter.” In the first years of the Republic, novelists, essayists and
illustrators alike used humorous allegories to make veiled critiques of the new government. But, again and
again, political and cultural discussion erupted into invective, as critics gleefully jeered and derided rivals in
public. Farceurs drew followings in the popular press, promoting a culture of practical joking and
buffoonery. Eventually, these various expressions of hilarity proved so offensive to high-brow writers that
they launched a concerted campaign to transform the tone of public discourse, hoping to displace the old
forms of mirth with a new one they called youmo (humor).

Christopher Rea argues that this period—from the 1890s to the 1930s—transformed how Chinese people
thought and talked about what is funny. Focusing on five cultural expressions of laughter—jokes, play,
mockery, farce, and humor—he reveals the textures of comedy that were a part of everyday life during
modern China’s first “age of irreverence.” This new history of laughter not only offers an unprecedented and
up-close look at a neglected facet of Chinese cultural modernity, but also reveals its lasting legacy in the
Chinese language of the comic today and its implications for our understanding of humor as a part of human
culture.
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From reader reviews:

Paul Norris:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive at this point, people have
do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice simply by
surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated it for a while is reading. Yeah,
by reading a e-book your ability to survive raise then having chance to endure than other is high. For you
who want to start reading a book, we give you that The Age of Irreverence: A New History of Laughter in
China book as beginner and daily reading e-book. Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Christopher Ray:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information these days can get by anyone in
everywhere. The information can be a expertise or any news even restricted. What people must be consider
any time those information which is within the former life are challenging to be find than now is taking
seriously which one works to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you get the
unstable resource then you obtain it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All
those possibilities will not happen inside you if you take The Age of Irreverence: A New History of Laughter
in China as your daily resource information.

Keri Yokum:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their
family, or all their friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, planning to beach, or
picnic from the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Will you something
different to fill your current free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book could be option to fill your totally free
time/ holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to
consider look for book, may be the book untitled The Age of Irreverence: A New History of Laughter in
China can be good book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Andrew Howe:

This The Age of Irreverence: A New History of Laughter in China is fresh way for you who has attention to
look for some information given it relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper you upon it getting
knowledge more you know or else you who still having tiny amount of digest in reading this The Age of
Irreverence: A New History of Laughter in China can be the light food to suit your needs because the
information inside that book is easy to get simply by anyone. These books produce itself in the form that is
certainly reachable by anyone, yeah I mean in the e-book form. People who think that in publication form
make them feel drowsy even dizzy this reserve is the answer. So you cannot find any in reading a publication
especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for a person. So , don't miss it! Just
read this e-book type for your better life and knowledge.
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