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The Oratorio in the classical Era is the third volume of Howard Smither's monumental History of the
Oratorio, continuing his synthesis and critical appraisal of the oratorio. His comprehensive study surpasses
in scope and treatment all previous works on the subject. A fourth and final volume, on the oratorio in the
nineteenth and twentieth centuries, is forthcoming.

In this volume Smither discusses the Italian oratorio from the 1720s to the early nineteenth century and
oratorios from other parts of Europe from the 1750s to the nineteenth century. Drawing on works that
represent various types, languages, and geographical areas, Smither treats the general characteristics of
oratorio libretto and music and analyzes twenty-two oratorios from Italy, England, Germany, France, and
Russia. He synthesizes the results of specialized studies and contributes new material based on firsthand
study of eighteenth-century music manuscripts and printed librettos.

Emphasizing the large number of social contexts within which oratorios were heard, Smither discussed
examples in Italy such as the Congregation of the Oratory, lay contrafraternities, and educational institutions.
He examines oratorio performances in German courts, London theaters and English provincial festivals, and
the Parisian Concert spirituel. Though the volume concentrates primarily on eighteenth-century oratorio from
the early to the late Classical styles, Smither includes such transitional works as the oratorios of Jean-
Francios le Seur in Paris and Stepan Anikievich Degtiarev in Moscow.

A History of the Oratorio is the first full-length history of the genre since Arnold Schering's 1911 study. In
addition to synthesizing current thought about the oratorio, this volume contributes new information on
relationships between oratorio librettos and contemporary literary and religious thought, and on the musical
differences among oratorios from different geographical-cultural regions.

Originally published in 1987.

A UNC Press Enduring Edition -- UNC Press Enduring Editions use the latest in digital technology to make
available again books from our distinguished backlist that were previously out of print. These editions are
published unaltered from the original, and are presented in affordable paperback formats, bringing readers
both historical and cultural value.
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From reader reviews:

Theresa Wilkins:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students because they are still students or this for all people in the
world, what the best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that question above. Every person has
several personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that they don't
want do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book A History of the Oratorio: Vol. 3:
the Oratorio in the Classical Era. All type of book is it possible to see on many sources. You can look for the
internet resources or other social media.

Patricia Oyler:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive today, people have do
something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and notice
through surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated this for a while is reading.
Yep, by reading a e-book your ability to survive increase then having chance to remain than other is high. To
suit your needs who want to start reading any book, we give you that A History of the Oratorio: Vol. 3: the
Oratorio in the Classical Era book as starter and daily reading guide. Why, because this book is more than
just a book.

Garland Thorpe:

As we know that book is important thing to add our expertise for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year
ended up being exactly added. This publication A History of the Oratorio: Vol. 3: the Oratorio in the
Classical Era was filled about science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your technology
competence. Some people has several feel when they reading a new book. If you know how big benefit of a
book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a reserve. In the modern era like now, many ways to get book you
wanted.

Tom Carter:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got college students? We believe that that
problem was given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. And
also you know that little person similar to reading or as looking at become their hobby. You should know
that reading is very important along with book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to increase you
knowledge, except your teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update with regards to something by
book. Different categories of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them are these claims
A History of the Oratorio: Vol. 3: the Oratorio in the Classical Era.
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