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Maryann Burk Carver met Raymond Carver in 1955, when she was fifteen years old and he was seventeen.
In What It Used to Be Like, she recounts a tale of love at first sight in which two teenagers got to know each
other by sharing a two-year long-distance correspondence that soon after found them married and with two
small children.

Over the next twenty-five years, as Carver's fame grew, the family led a nomadic life, moving from school to
school and teaching post to teaching post. In 1972, they settled in Cupertino, California, where Raymond
Carver gave his wife one of his sharpened pencils and asked her to write an account of their history.

The result is a memoir of a marriage, replete with an intimacy of detail that fully reveals the talents and
failings of this larger-than-life man, his complicated relationships, and his profound loves and losses. What It
Used to Be Like brings to light for the first time Raymond Carver's lost years and the "stories behind the
stories" of this brilliant writer.
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From reader reviews:

Jennifer Walker:

The book What It Used to Be Like: A Portrait of My Marriage to Raymond Carver make one feel enjoy for
your spare time. You can use to make your capable a lot more increase. Book can being your best friend
when you getting pressure or having big problem with your subject. If you can make reading a book What It
Used to Be Like: A Portrait of My Marriage to Raymond Carver being your habit, you can get a lot more
advantages, like add your own capable, increase your knowledge about several or all subjects. You may
know everything if you like wide open and read a guide What It Used to Be Like: A Portrait of My Marriage
to Raymond Carver. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science publication or encyclopedia or other
people. So , how do you think about this e-book?

Barbara Goodman:

The guide untitled What It Used to Be Like: A Portrait of My Marriage to Raymond Carver is the publication
that recommended to you to see. You can see the quality of the publication content that will be shown to a
person. The language that article author use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The article
author was did a lot of exploration when write the book, so the information that they share to your account is
absolutely accurate. You also could possibly get the e-book of What It Used to Be Like: A Portrait of My
Marriage to Raymond Carver from the publisher to make you considerably more enjoy free time.

Marjorie Wright:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with pals is thing that
usually you will have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try point that really
opposite from that. One activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you have been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love What It Used to Be Like: A
Portrait of My Marriage to Raymond Carver, you may enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still
desire to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh occur its mind hangout men. What? Still don't
understand it, oh come on its named reading friends.

Penny Stout:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, quick story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not striving What It Used to Be Like: A Portrait
of My Marriage to Raymond Carver that give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied by reading this
book. Reading addiction all over the world can be said as the way for people to know world far better then
how they react when it comes to the world. It can't be said constantly that reading habit only for the geeky
man or woman but for all of you who wants to always be success person. So , for every you who want to
start looking at as your good habit, you may pick What It Used to Be Like: A Portrait of My Marriage to
Raymond Carver become your current starter.
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