
The Contested Floodplain: Institutional Change of
the Commons in the Kafue Flats, Zambia

Tobias Haller

Click here if your download doesn"t start automatically

http://youkof.club/go/read.php?id=0739169564
http://youkof.club/go/read.php?id=0739169564
http://youkof.club/go/read.php?id=0739169564


The Contested Floodplain: Institutional Change of the
Commons in the Kafue Flats, Zambia

Tobias Haller

The Contested Floodplain: Institutional Change of the Commons in the Kafue Flats, Zambia Tobias
Haller
The Contested Floodplain tells the story of institutional changes in the management of common pool
resources (pasture, wildlife, and fisheries) among Ila and Balundwe agro-pastoralists and Batwa fishermen in
the Kafue Flats, in southern Zambia. It explains how and why a once rich floodplain area, managed under
local common property regimes, becomes a poor man’s place and a degraded resource area. Based on social
anthropological field research, the book explains how well working institutions in the past, regulating
communal access to resources, have turned into state property and open access or privatization. As a basis
for analysis, the author uses Elinor Ostrom’s design principles for well working institutions and the approach
of the New Institutionalism by Jean Ensminger. The latter approach focuses on external factors and change
in relative prices. It explains how local actors face changing bargaining power and use different ideologies to
legitimize and shape resource use regulations. The study focuses on the historic developments taking place
since pre-colonial and colonial times up to today. Haller shows how the commons had been well regulated
by local institutions in the past, often embedded in religious belief systems. He then explains the
transformation from common property to state property since colonial times. When the state is unable to
provide well functioning institutions due to a lack in financial income, it contributes to de facto open access
and degradation of the commons. The Zambian copper-based economy has faced crisis since 1975, and many
Zambians have to look for economic alternatives and find ways to profit from the lack of state control (a
paradox of the present-absent state). And while the state is absent, external actors use the ideology of
citizenship to justify free use of resources during conflicts with local people. Also within Zambian
communities, floodplain resources are highly contested, which is illustrated through conflicts over a
proposed irrigation scheme in the area. The different actors and interest groups use ideologies such as
citizenship vs. being indigenous, ethnic identity vs. class conflict, and modernity vs traditional way of life to
legitimize land claims.
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From reader reviews:

Bert Gomes:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book specially book entitled The
Contested Floodplain: Institutional Change of the Commons in the Kafue Flats, Zambia your head will drift
away trough every dimension, wandering in each aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely can be your
mind friends. Imaging just about every word written in a guide then become one type conclusion and
explanation that maybe you never get just before. The The Contested Floodplain: Institutional Change of the
Commons in the Kafue Flats, Zambia giving you an additional experience more than blown away the mind
but also giving you useful data for your better life with this era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern
here is your body and mind will be pleased when you are finished examining it, like winning a sport. Do you
want to try this extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?

Alma Driver:

You can spend your free time to study this book this guide. This The Contested Floodplain: Institutional
Change of the Commons in the Kafue Flats, Zambia is simple to deliver you can read it in the park your car,
in the beach, train and soon. If you did not include much space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy
typically the e-book. It is make you easier to read it. You can save the particular book in your smart phone.
Thus there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Debbie Clark:

You can find this The Contested Floodplain: Institutional Change of the Commons in the Kafue Flats,
Zambia by check out the bookstore or Mall. Just simply viewing or reviewing it might to be your solve
trouble if you get difficulties for the knowledge. Kinds of this book are various. Not only by simply written
or printed but additionally can you enjoy this book simply by e-book. In the modern era similar to now, you
just looking of your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your own personal
ways to get more information about your publication. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make
your knowledge are still update. Let's try to choose appropriate ways for you.

Adam Blandford:

Reserve is one of source of know-how. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen have to have book to know the revise information of year to help year. As we know those
ebooks have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world. By
book The Contested Floodplain: Institutional Change of the Commons in the Kafue Flats, Zambia we can
consider more advantage. Don't that you be creative people? To be creative person must want to read a book.
Merely choose the best book that appropriate with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your life at
this book The Contested Floodplain: Institutional Change of the Commons in the Kafue Flats, Zambia. You
can more pleasing than now.
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