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"This book is something of a 'call to arms'… Towards the end of this carefully-researched and well-
argued book there is an exhortation to 'step out', 'be brave', and Scott and Codd have, indeed, written a
brave book which deserves to be read widely; not only for the detailed analysis it unfolds on the toxic
effects of prison, but also for the energy and passion they bring to bear in exploding the many myths
which support its continued use."
British Journal of Community Justice, Vol 9, Issues 1 & 2 special issue on the Rehabilitation Revolution

"Scott and Codd’s Controversial Issues in Prison is a passionate plea for academics to be 'be brave' and
'step out', and thus to acknowledge that the idea of, for example, an 'healthy prison' being (p.170) 'an
oxymoron. Prisons are places of sadness and terror, harm and injustice, secrecy and oppression'. Set over
ten chapters, eight of which deal with a 'controversial issue' - mental health problems in prison, women in
prison, children and young people in custody, race and racism, self-inflicted deaths, the treatment of
people who sexually offend, and prisoners and their families – Scott and Codd frame their argument to
demonstrate that these issues raise fundamental concerns (p. ix) 'about the legitimacy of the confinement
project and the kind of society in which it is deemed essential'."
Howard League Journal

This textbook is designed to explore eight of the most controversial aspects of imprisonment in England and
Wales. It looks at the people who are sent to prison and what happens to them when they are incarcerated.
Each chapter examines a different dimension of the prison population and makes connections between the
personal troubles and vulnerabilities of those confined.

The book investigates controversies surrounding the incarceration of people with mental health problems,
women, children, BME and foreign nationals, offenders with suicidal ideation, sex offenders and drug takers,
as well as looking at the consequences of incarceration on prisoners' families.

Each chapter addresses key questions, such as:

How have people conceptualised this penal controversy?●

What does the official data tell us and what are its limitations?●

What is its historical context?●

What are the contemporary policies of the Prison Service?●

Are they legitimate and, if not, what are the alternatives?●

The book concludes that the eight penal controversies highlighted in the text collectively provide a damning
indictment of the current state of imprisonment in England and Wales and points to the need for radical
alternatives for dealing with human wrongdoing rooted in the principles of human rights and social justice.

Controversial Issues in Prisons is key reading for students and academics in the fields of criminology and
criminal justice, as well as those studying crime and punishment on courses in social policy, sociology,
social work and addiction studies.
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From reader reviews:

Alexandra Sauer:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information presently can get by anyone on everywhere.
The information can be a information or any news even a problem. What people must be consider if those
information which is within the former life are hard to be find than now could be taking seriously which one
works to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you receive the unstable resource then
you obtain it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All those possibilities will not
happen with you if you take Controversial Issues in Prisons as your daily resource information.

Bobby Townsend:

Controversial Issues in Prisons can be one of your basic books that are good idea. All of us recommend that
straight away because this guide has good vocabulary which could increase your knowledge in terminology,
easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the information. The article writer giving
his/her effort to put every word into joy arrangement in writing Controversial Issues in Prisons nevertheless
doesn't forget the main point, giving the reader the hottest as well as based confirm resource data that maybe
you can be certainly one of it. This great information may drawn you into brand new stage of crucial
considering.

Geneva Orta:

This Controversial Issues in Prisons is great book for you because the content and that is full of information
for you who else always deal with world and have to make decision every minute. This kind of book reveal it
details accurately using great coordinate word or we can state no rambling sentences within it. So if you are
read that hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only offers you straight forward sentences
but difficult core information with lovely delivering sentences. Having Controversial Issues in Prisons in
your hand like obtaining the world in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous a single. We can say that no
publication that offer you world inside ten or fifteen small right but this guide already do that. So , this is
good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt in which?

Alexander Taylor:

This Controversial Issues in Prisons is fresh way for you who has intense curiosity to look for some
information because it relief your hunger details. Getting deeper you upon it getting knowledge more you
know or you who still having bit of digest in reading this Controversial Issues in Prisons can be the light
food for you because the information inside this kind of book is easy to get simply by anyone. These books
create itself in the form that is reachable by anyone, yes I mean in the e-book application form. People who
think that in reserve form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this guide is the answer. So you cannot find any
in reading a publication especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for an
individual. So , don't miss that! Just read this e-book style for your better life in addition to knowledge.
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