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This book provides a comprehensive sociological explanation for the emergence and continuation of
organized crime in Chicago. Tracing the roots of political corruption that afforded protection to gambling,
prostitution, and other vice activity in Chicago and other large American cities, Robert M. Lombardo
challenges the dominant belief that organized crime in America is a descendent of the Sicilian Mafia.
According to this widespread "alien conspiracy" theory, organized crime evolved in a linear fashion
beginning with the Mafia in Sicily, emerging in the form of the Black Hand in America's immigrant
colonies, and culminating in the development of the Cosa Nostra in America's urban
centers._x000B__x000B_Looking beyond this Mafia paradigm, this volume argues that the development of
organized crime in Chicago and other large American cities was rooted in the social structure of American
society. Specifically, Lombardo ties organized crime to the emergence of machine politics in America's
urban centers. From nineteenth-century vice syndicates to the modern-day Outfit, Chicago's criminal
underworld could not have existed without the blessing of those who controlled municipal, county, and state
government. These practices were not imported from Sicily, Lombardo contends, but were bred in the
socially disorganized slums of America where elected officials routinely franchised vice and crime in
exchange for money and votes. This book also traces the history of the African-American community's
participation in traditional organized crime in Chicago and offers new perspectives on the organizational
structure of the Chicago Outfit, the traditional organized crime group in Chicago._x000B_
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From reader reviews:

Ruth Brown:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also get a life style. This reading habit give you lot of
advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge the particular information inside the book
which improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of guide you
read, if you want send more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want experience happy read
one having theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. Often the Organized Crime in Chicago: Beyond
the Mafia is kind of guide which is giving the reader capricious experience.

James Anderson:

This Organized Crime in Chicago: Beyond the Mafia are reliable for you who want to be a successful person,
why. The explanation of this Organized Crime in Chicago: Beyond the Mafia can be one of the great books
you must have is actually giving you more than just simple reading food but feed you actually with
information that maybe will shock your previous knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it
almost everywhere and whenever your conditions in e-book and printed ones. Beside that this Organized
Crime in Chicago: Beyond the Mafia forcing you to have an enormous of experience such as rich
vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that we understand it useful in your day action. So , let's
have it appreciate reading.

Rosa Rodriguez:

The actual book Organized Crime in Chicago: Beyond the Mafia will bring one to the new experience of
reading any book. The author style to spell out the idea is very unique. When you try to find new book to
study, this book very suited to you. The book Organized Crime in Chicago: Beyond the Mafia is much
recommended to you to see. You can also get the e-book from your official web site, so you can more readily
to read the book.

Jeff Keenan:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their spare time with their
family, or all their friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, about to beach, or
picnic in the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something different
to fill your current free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book might be option to fill your cost-free
time/ holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to
attempt look for book, may be the book untitled Organized Crime in Chicago: Beyond the Mafia can be very
good book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.
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