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For over a quarter century, Iran has been one of America's chief nemeses. Ever since Ayatollah Khomeini
overthrew the Shah in 1979, the relationship between the two nations has been antagonistic: revolutionary
guards chanting against the Great Satan, Bush fulminating against the Axis of Evil, Iranian support for
Hezbollah, and President Ahmadinejad blaming the U.S. for the world's ills.

The unending war of words suggests an intractable divide between Iran and the West, one that may very well
lead to a shooting war in the near future. But as Ray Takeyh shows in this accessible and authoritative
history of Iran's relations with the world since the revolution, behind the famous personalities and extremist
slogans is a nation that is far more pragmatic--and complex--than many in the West have been led to believe.
Takeyh explodes many of our simplistic myths of Iran as an intransigently Islamist foe of the West. Tracing
the course of Iranian policy since the 1979 revolution, Takeyh identifies four distinct periods: the
revolutionary era of the 1980s, the tempered gradualism following the death of Khomeini and the end of the
Iran-Iraq war in 1989, the "reformist" period from 1997-2005 under President Khatami, and the shift toward
confrontation and radicalism since the election of President Ahmadinejad in 2005.

Takeyh shows that three powerful forces--Islamism, pragmatism, and great power pretensions--have
competed in each of these periods, and that Iran's often paradoxical policies are in reality a series of
compromises between the hardliners and the moderates, often with wild oscillations between pragmatism
and ideological dogmatism. The U.S.'s task, Takeyh argues, is to find strategies that address Iran's
objectionable behavior without demonizing this key player in an increasingly vital and volatile region. With
its clear-sighted grasp of both nuance and historical sweep, Guardians of the Revolution will stand as the
standard work on this controversial--and central--actor in world politics for years to come.
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From reader reviews:

Arthur Atwood:

Book will be written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a e-
book. Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important matter to bring us around the world.
Beside that you can your reading ability was fluently. A e-book Guardians of the Revolution: Iran and the
World in the Age of the Ayatollahs will make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel far more confidence
if you can know about everything. But some of you think in which open or reading a new book make you
bored. It is not make you fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have you in search of best book or
appropriate book with you?

Robert Bell:

Here thing why this specific Guardians of the Revolution: Iran and the World in the Age of the Ayatollahs
are different and reputable to be yours. First of all reading a book is good but it depends in the content from
it which is the content is as tasty as food or not. Guardians of the Revolution: Iran and the World in the Age
of the Ayatollahs giving you information deeper and in different ways, you can find any guide out there but
there is no publication that similar with Guardians of the Revolution: Iran and the World in the Age of the
Ayatollahs. It gives you thrill studying journey, its open up your own personal eyes about the thing in which
happened in the world which is perhaps can be happened around you. You can actually bring everywhere
like in park your car, café, or even in your approach home by train. In case you are having difficulties in
bringing the published book maybe the form of Guardians of the Revolution: Iran and the World in the Age
of the Ayatollahs in e-book can be your option.

Cheryl Ruiz:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to choose book
like comic, limited story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not seeking Guardians of the Revolution:
Iran and the World in the Age of the Ayatollahs that give your fun preference will be satisfied through
reading this book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the means for people to know world
much better then how they react in the direction of the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading
addiction only for the geeky person but for all of you who wants to end up being success person. So , for all
you who want to start examining as your good habit, you can pick Guardians of the Revolution: Iran and the
World in the Age of the Ayatollahs become your personal starter.

Sharon Keller:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our understanding for everything. By a guide we can
know everything we wish. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year
seemed to be exactly added. This book Guardians of the Revolution: Iran and the World in the Age of the
Ayatollahs was filled regarding science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your scientific



research competence. Some people has distinct feel when they reading any book. If you know how big good
thing about a book, you can experience enjoy to read a reserve. In the modern era like right now, many ways
to get book that you simply wanted.
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