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Without our domesticated plants and animals, human civilization as we know it would not exist.

We would still be living at subsistence level as hunter-gatherers if not for domestication. It is no accident that
the cradle of civilization?the Middle East?is where sheep, goats, pigs, cattle, and cats commenced their
fatefully intimate association with humans.

Before the agricultural revolution, there were perhaps 10 million humans on earth. Now there are more than
7 billion of us. Our domesticated species have also thrived, in stark contrast to their wild ancestors. In a
human-constructed environment?or man-made world?it pays to be domesticated.

Domestication is an evolutionary process first and foremost. What most distinguishes domesticated animals
from their wild ancestors are genetic alterations resulting in tameness, the capacity to tolerate close human
proximity. But selection for tameness often results in a host of seemingly unrelated by-products, including
floppy ears, skeletal alterations, reduced aggression, increased sociality, and reduced brain size. It's a
package deal known as the domestication syndrome.

Elements of the domestication syndrome can be found in every domesticated species?not only cats, dogs,
pigs, sheep, cattle, and horses but also more recent human creations, such as domesticated camels, reindeer,
and laboratory rats. That domestication results in this suite of changes in such a wide variety of mammals is
a fascinating evolutionary story, one that sheds much light on the evolutionary process in general.

We humans, too, show signs of the domestication syndrome, which some believe was key to our
evolutionary success. By this view, human evolution parallels the evolution of dogs from wolves, in
particular.

A natural storyteller, Richard C. Francis weaves history, archaeology, and anthropology to create a
fascinating narrative while seamlessly integrating the most cutting-edge ideas in twenty-first-century
biology, from genomics to evo-devo.

100 illustrations
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From reader reviews:

Steven Stockton:

Do you one among people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold on
guys this specific aren't like that. This Domesticated: Evolution in a Man-Made World book is readable
through you who hate the perfect word style. You will find the info here are arrange for enjoyable looking at
experience without leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that want to deliver to you. The writer involving
Domesticated: Evolution in a Man-Made World content conveys prospect easily to understand by many
individuals. The printed and e-book are not different in the content material but it just different by means of
it. So , do you nevertheless thinking Domesticated: Evolution in a Man-Made World is not loveable to be
your top checklist reading book?

Ken Martin:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their spare time with their family, or
their particular friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, planning to beach, or picnic
inside park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something different to fill
your own free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book might be option to fill your free time/ holiday. The
first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to consider look
for book, may be the publication untitled Domesticated: Evolution in a Man-Made World can be very good
book to read. May be it is usually best activity to you.

Marline Deluca:

Is it you who having spare time and then spend it whole day through watching television programs or just
resting on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Domesticated: Evolution in a Man-Made
World can be the answer, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are consequently out of date,
spending your extra time by reading in this fresh era is common not a nerd activity. So what these
publications have than the others?

Lisa Williams:

You will get this Domesticated: Evolution in a Man-Made World by go to the bookstore or Mall. Merely
viewing or reviewing it could to be your solve challenge if you get difficulties to your knowledge. Kinds of
this reserve are various. Not only by written or printed but in addition can you enjoy this book simply by e-
book. In the modern era including now, you just looking by your local mobile phone and searching what
their problem. Right now, choose your ways to get more information about your book. It is most important to
arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still upgrade. Let's try to choose suitable ways for you.
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