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“Talking turkey” about the bird you thought you knew

 

Fondly remembered as the centerpiece of family Thanksgiving reunions, the turkey is a cultural symbol as

well as a multi-billion dollar industry. As a bird, dinner, commodity, and as a national icon, the turkey has

become as American as the bald eagle (with which it actually competed for supremacy on national insignias).

 

Food historian Andrew F. Smith’s sweeping and multifaceted history of Meleagris gallopavo separates fact

from fiction, serving as both a solid historical reference and a fascinating general read. With his

characteristic wit and insatiable curiosity, Smith presents the turkey in ten courses, beginning with the bird

itself (actually several different species of turkey) flying through the wild. The Turkey subsequently includes

discussions of practically every aspect of the iconic bird, including the wild turkey in early America, how it

came to be called “turkey,” domestication, turkey mating habits, expansion into Europe, stuffing, conditions

in modern industrial turkey factories, its surprising commercial history of boom and bust, and its eventual

ascension to holiday mainstay.  

 

As one of the easiest of foods to cook, the turkey’s culinary possibilities have been widely explored if little

noted.  The second half of the book collects an amazing array of over one hundred historical and modern

turkey recipes from across America and Europe.  From sandwiches to salmagundi, you’ll find detailed

instructions on nearly every variation on the turkey. Historians will enjoy a look back at the varied appetites

of their ancestors and seasoned cooks will have an opportunity to reintroduce a familiar food in forgotten

ways.
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From reader reviews:

Lanell Sessions:

This The Turkey: AN AMERICAN STORY (The Food Series) tend to be reliable for you who want to
certainly be a successful person, why. The explanation of this The Turkey: AN AMERICAN STORY (The
Food Series) can be on the list of great books you must have is giving you more than just simple studying
food but feed you actually with information that perhaps will shock your prior knowledge. This book will be
handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and whenever your conditions both in e-book and printed types.
Beside that this The Turkey: AN AMERICAN STORY (The Food Series) giving you an enormous of
experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that we know it useful in your
day activity. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Betty Norsworthy:

The book The Turkey: AN AMERICAN STORY (The Food Series) will bring you to definitely the new
experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to explain the idea is very unique. When you try to
find new book to study, this book very ideal to you. The book The Turkey: AN AMERICAN STORY (The
Food Series) is much recommended to you you just read. You can also get the e-book through the official
web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Diane Merryman:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Attempt to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't determine book by its deal with may
doesn't work this is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the
outside seem likes. Maybe you answer may be The Turkey: AN AMERICAN STORY (The Food Series)
why because the amazing cover that make you consider with regards to the content will not disappoint you
actually. The inside or content will be fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading 6th sense will
directly guide you to pick up this book.

Justin Mireles:

That publication can make you to feel relax. This particular book The Turkey: AN AMERICAN STORY
(The Food Series) was colorful and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book The Turkey: AN
AMERICAN STORY (The Food Series) has many kinds or variety. Start from kids until teenagers. For
example Naruto or Detective Conan you can read and think you are the character on there. So , not at all of
book are generally make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and unwind. Try to choose the best
book in your case and try to like reading that will.
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