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This special double issue of Social Text reassesses the political utility of the term queer. The mainstreaming
of gay and lesbian identity—as a mass-mediated consumer lifestyle and an embattled legal
category—demands a renewal of queer studies that also considers the global crises of the late twentieth
century. These crises, which are shaping national manifestations of sexual, racial, and gendered hierarchies,
include the ascendance and triumph of neoliberalism; the clash of religious fundamentalisms, nationalisms,
and patriotisms; and the return to “moral values” and “family values” as deterrents to political debate,
economic redistribution, and cultural dissent.

In sixteen timely essays, the contributors map out an urgent intellectual and political terrain for queer studies
and the contemporary politics of identity, family, and kinship. Collectively, these essays examine the limits
of queer epistemology, the potentials of queer diasporas, and the emergence of queer liberalism. They
rethink queer critique in relation to the war on terrorism and the escalation of U.S. imperialism; the
devolution of civil rights and the rise of the prison-industrial complex; the continued dismantling of the
welfare state; the recoding of freedom in terms of secularization, domesticity, and marriage; and the politics
of citizenship, migration, and asylum in a putatively postracial and postidentity age.

Contributors.  Michael Cobb, David L. Eng, Roderick A. Ferguson, Elizabeth Freeman, Gayatri Gopinath,
Judith Halberstam, Janet R. Jakobsen, Joon Oluchi Lee, Martin F. Manalansan IV, José Esteban Muñoz,
Tavia Nyong’o, Hiram Perez, Jasbir K. Puar, Chandan Reddy, Teemu Ruskola, Nayan Shah, Karen Tongson,
Amy Villarejo
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From reader reviews:

Patricia Watts:

The book Social Text 84-85: What's Queer about Queer Studies Now? can give more knowledge and
information about everything you want. So just why must we leave a very important thing like a book Social
Text 84-85: What's Queer about Queer Studies Now?? Some of you have a different opinion about guide.
But one aim this book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer together with
your book. Knowledge or information that you take for that, you may give for each other; you could share all
of these. Book Social Text 84-85: What's Queer about Queer Studies Now? has simple shape nevertheless,
you know: it has great and large function for you. You can seem the enormous world by wide open and read
a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Edmund Hillman:

Now a day those who Living in the era where everything reachable by match the internet and the resources
inside can be true or not involve people to be aware of each information they get. How a lot more to be smart
in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Studying a book can
help persons out of this uncertainty Information especially this Social Text 84-85: What's Queer about Queer
Studies Now? book since this book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the data in this book
hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already know.

Walter Knight:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book particularly book entitled Social
Text 84-85: What's Queer about Queer Studies Now? your head will drift away trough every dimension,
wandering in each aspect that maybe unknown for but surely can become your mind friends. Imaging every
word written in a book then become one application form conclusion and explanation that will maybe you
never get before. The Social Text 84-85: What's Queer about Queer Studies Now? giving you an additional
experience more than blown away your head but also giving you useful info for your better life with this era.
So now let us explain to you the relaxing pattern is your body and mind are going to be pleased when you are
finished looking at it, like winning a casino game. Do you want to try this extraordinary paying spare time
activity?

Rose Davies:

This Social Text 84-85: What's Queer about Queer Studies Now? is great publication for you because the
content which is full of information for you who have always deal with world and possess to make decision
every minute. This book reveal it info accurately using great coordinate word or we can declare no rambling
sentences included. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it only
provides straight forward sentences but tough core information with beautiful delivering sentences. Having
Social Text 84-85: What's Queer about Queer Studies Now? in your hand like having the world in your arm,



data in it is not ridiculous one particular. We can say that no reserve that offer you world with ten or fifteen
second right but this guide already do that. So , this can be good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. busy do
you still doubt that?
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