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Greg Hoard's beguiling new biography following on the heels of the bestselling Joe, Rounding Third and
Heading for Home is the story of the most fortunate man alive. Born Billy Purser in Memphis, this most
fortunate man had only one job his entire life, entertaining. He began with the small audience of his
perplexed family, expanded through his schoolyard, the army, and then torched a round of undermanned
radio outposts in the Deep South.
In time, the funniest man in America nobody knows about became Gary Burbank, captivating one of the
largest radio audiences in America. The Mouth That Ate America, he was called. The town cowlick . . . the
guy from college who ate bugs for money. He was begat by Ernie Kovacs and Jonathan Winters, a kind of
juiced up, downhome Garrison Keillor, if the place had been called Swamp Woebegone.
In truth, he defied description.
Until now, that is.
For Greg Hoard's novelistic Voices in My Head: The Gary Burbank Story lays out Burbank's beginnings in
the blues and honky-tonk culture of mid-century Memphis, moving on to a rousing cast of characters
including (but not limited to) Elvis Presley, Luis Aparicio, Whispering Bill Anderson, a monkey named
Phyllis Chapman, various musicians and gospel singers, J.R. Ewing, and a crowd of the most happily
deranged DJs in radio history.
What emerges is a hilarious, fantastical behind-the-scenes picture of a world that has all but disappeared; an
airwave universe in which Burbank created a cast of characters so vivid and gleefully real, they populated
their own deranged country.
For nearly a quarter of a century, these characters spilled out of Burbank's imagination (and that of his zany
stable of writers) until they became household words all over the powerful WLW bandwidth: perpetually
befuddled Gilbert Gnarley, bombastic Reverend Deuteronomy Skaggs, irascible Earl Pitts, transvestite
anchorman Dan Buckles, Ranger Bob, and all their unholy offspring.
What emerges most plainly from Hoard's colorful story is the solid piece of remarkable craft that is
Burbank's creation; himself. At once talebearer, skit-maker, provocateur, and social critic, Burbank was
doing schtick before anybody around him including himself knew what he was doing. Then he kept on doing
it, gaining ever more originality and control.
Possessed by the voices in his head, Burbank blew himself and them across the bandwidth, a nova of original
comedy and comment. Hoard's careful recording of Burbank and his voices, imbedded in Hoard's own
cinematic narrative, is one interconnected bit of exhilarating schtick.
All of it bears joyful testimony to Burbank's talent as an American original.
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From reader reviews:

Patricia Smith:

Within other case, little men and women like to read book Voices in My Head: The Gary Burbank Story.
You can choose the best book if you want reading a book. So long as we know about how is important the
book Voices in My Head: The Gary Burbank Story. You can add information and of course you can around
the world by a book. Absolutely right, since from book you can recognize everything! From your country
until finally foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple matter until wonderful thing it is possible to
know that. In this era, we could open a book or perhaps searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. You
should use it when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's examine.

Beulah Scherr:

The book Voices in My Head: The Gary Burbank Story make you feel enjoy for your spare time. You need
to use to make your capable a lot more increase. Book can for being your best friend when you getting
anxiety or having big problem with the subject. If you can make looking at a book Voices in My Head: The
Gary Burbank Story to be your habit, you can get far more advantages, like add your personal capable,
increase your knowledge about many or all subjects. You can know everything if you like available and read
a book Voices in My Head: The Gary Burbank Story. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science book
or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about this reserve?

Clark Palumbo:

Reading a book tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information that can give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world can share their idea.
Publications can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their own reader with their
story or even their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the guides. But also they write about the
ability about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
children, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors nowadays always try to improve their
proficiency in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write to their book. One of them is this
Voices in My Head: The Gary Burbank Story.

Diana Keller:

Voices in My Head: The Gary Burbank Story can be one of your beginner books that are good idea. Most of
us recommend that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary that could increase your
knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the information.
The article writer giving his/her effort that will put every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing Voices
in My Head: The Gary Burbank Story however doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest
and also based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be one among it. This great information can easily
drawn you into brand new stage of crucial contemplating.
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