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Why do some citizens vote while others do not? Why does less than half of the American voting public
routinely show up at the polls? Why is it that the vast majority of political issues affecting our day-to-day
lives fail to generate either public interest or understanding? These questions have troubled political
scientists for decades. Here, Kathleen Hall Jamieson and Joseph N. Cappella provide the first conclusive
evidence to date that it is indeed the manner in which the print and broadcast media cover political events
and issues that fuels voter non-participation.

This book illustrates precisely how the media's heavy focus on the game of politics, rather than on its
substance, starts a "spiral of cynicism" that directly causes an erosion of citizen interest and, ultimately,
citizen participation. Having observed voters who watched and read different sets of reports--some saturated
in strategy talk, others focused on the real issues--the authors show decisive links between the way in which
the media covers campaigns' and voters' levels of cynicism and participation. By closely monitoring media
coverage among sample audiences for both the recent mayoral race in Philadelphia and the national health
care reform debate, the authors confront issues concerning the effects of issue-based and competitive-based
political coverage. Finally, they address the question repeatedly asked by news editors, "Will the public read
or watch an alternative media coverage that has more substance?" The answer their findings so clearly reveal
is "yes."
Spiral of Cynicism is a pioneering work that will urge the media to take a close look at how it covers political
events and issues, as well as its degree of culpability in current voter dissatisfaction, cynicism, and non-
participation. For, in these pages, a possible cure to such ills is just what Jamieson and Cappella have to
offer. Moreover, their work is likely to redefine the terms of the very debate on how politics should be
covered in the future.
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From reader reviews:

Gary Glover:

The feeling that you get from Spiral of Cynicism: The Press and the Public Good may be the more deep you
rooting the information that hide into the words the more you get thinking about reading it. It doesn't mean
that this book is hard to know but Spiral of Cynicism: The Press and the Public Good giving you joy feeling
of reading. The author conveys their point in particular way that can be understood by anyone who read the
item because the author of this publication is well-known enough. That book also makes your own
vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to understand then can go along, both in printed or e-book style
are available. We propose you for having this particular Spiral of Cynicism: The Press and the Public Good
instantly.

Gary Roth:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their free time with their
family, or all their friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic in the
park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to fill your own
free time/ holiday? May be reading a book is usually option to fill your cost-free time/ holiday. The first
thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to test look for book,
may be the guide untitled Spiral of Cynicism: The Press and the Public Good can be great book to read. May
be it may be best activity to you.

Issac Molina:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to select book
like comic, small story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not seeking Spiral of Cynicism: The Press
and the Public Good that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied by reading this book. Reading
practice all over the world can be said as the means for people to know world considerably better then how
they react towards the world. It can't be said constantly that reading practice only for the geeky particular
person but for all of you who wants to be success person. So , for all of you who want to start reading as your
good habit, you may pick Spiral of Cynicism: The Press and the Public Good become your own starter.

Irene Hoyt:

Does one one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Make an
effort to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't evaluate book by its protect may doesn't
work here is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in the
outside look likes. Maybe you answer might be Spiral of Cynicism: The Press and the Public Good why
because the fantastic cover that make you consider about the content will not disappoint you. The inside or
content is actually fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly make
suggestions to pick up this book.
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