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For nearly two centuries in the United States, the punishment of crime was largely aimed, in theory and in
practice, at prevention, rehabilitation or incapacitation, and deterrence. In the mid-1970s, a sharp-and some
argued permanent-shift occurred. Punishment in the criminal justice system became first and foremost about
retribution. Retribution trumped rehabilitation; proportionality outweighed prevention. The retributivist sea
change was short-lived, however. After a few decades, some policy makers returned tentatively to
individualized approaches to punishment, launching initiatives like drug courts and programs for treatment
and reentry. Others promoted policies that retained the rhetoric but betrayed the theory-punishment in
proportion to culpability-of retributivism, resulting in mandatory minimum sentences, three-strikes-and-
you're-out laws, "dangerous offender" and "sexual predator" laws, "truth in sentencing," and life without the
possibility of parole.

What now for retributivism?

Retributivism Has a Past: Has It a Future? brings thoughtfulness and rigor back into the retributivism
debate. This collection of essays trains some of the most influential and brightest established and up-and-
coming legal and philosophical minds on how retributivism does, might, or should affect contemporary
policy and practices. The volume's aim is neither to condemn nor to justify, but to take new policies and
practices seriously and examine them closely.

At a time when criminal-justice policy makers are forced to reconsider contemporary approaches to
punishment and attempt to devise new ones, Retributivism Has a Past: Has It a Future? offers serious
theoretical critiques of the recent past and justifications for possible futures.
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From reader reviews:

Bernice Hicks:

This Retributivism Has a Past: Has It a Future? (Studies in Penal Theory and Philosophy) book is not really
ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you will get by reading this book is
actually information inside this guide incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper you read a
lot of information you will get. This particular Retributivism Has a Past: Has It a Future? (Studies in Penal
Theory and Philosophy) without we understand teach the one who studying it become critical in pondering
and analyzing. Don't be worry Retributivism Has a Past: Has It a Future? (Studies in Penal Theory and
Philosophy) can bring any time you are and not make your bag space or bookshelves' grow to be full because
you can have it in the lovely laptop even cellphone. This Retributivism Has a Past: Has It a Future? (Studies
in Penal Theory and Philosophy) having fine arrangement in word and also layout, so you will not truly feel
uninterested in reading.

Melvin Groth:

This book untitled Retributivism Has a Past: Has It a Future? (Studies in Penal Theory and Philosophy) to be
one of several books that best seller in this year, that's because when you read this e-book you can get a lot of
benefit upon it. You will easily to buy this book in the book retailer or you can order it via online. The
publisher on this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more easily to read this book, because you can read
this book in your Smart phone. So there is no reason to you personally to past this publication from your list.

Robert Bartlett:

Beside this specific Retributivism Has a Past: Has It a Future? (Studies in Penal Theory and Philosophy) in
your phone, it may give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or info. The information and the
knowledge you may got here is fresh through the oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an old
people live in narrow community. It is good thing to have Retributivism Has a Past: Has It a Future? (Studies
in Penal Theory and Philosophy) because this book offers for you readable information. Do you sometimes
have book but you would not get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this in
your hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. So do
you still want to miss the item? Find this book and also read it from at this point!

Louis Hartford:

You may get this Retributivism Has a Past: Has It a Future? (Studies in Penal Theory and Philosophy) by go
to the bookstore or Mall. Simply viewing or reviewing it might to be your solve challenge if you get
difficulties to your knowledge. Kinds of this book are various. Not only by means of written or printed but
additionally can you enjoy this book by simply e-book. In the modern era just like now, you just looking by
your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your ways to get more information
about your reserve. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still change. Let's



try to choose appropriate ways for you.
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