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"I have the worst birth defect a woman can have: I was born with a penis and a pair of testicles."

Thus we meet Hera, who shares her reason for starting psychoanalysis and whose statement embodies the
debate over transgenderism, rigorously dissected in Please Select Your Gender. Is it a mental disorder, as
some would claim, or a matter of sexual identity? An orientation or a life choice? Despite differing opinions,
transgenderism has lost much of its stigma over the past decade or so – though perhaps none of its shock
value. Nevertheless, the door is open for a reformulation of the hysterical question, "Am I a man or a
woman?"

Utilizing rich clinical vignettes and elements of Lacanian theory, Patricia Gherovici demonstrates how the
transgender discourse has both reoriented psychoanalytic practice and reframed debates about gender in
American society at large. She traverses historical, theoretical, and clinical grounds to explore what has been
termed the "democratizing of gender" – for what could be more democratic than the choice of one’s own
gender, now able to be changed on demand?

Arguing for the depathologization of transgenderism, Please Select Your Gender aims to revise current
notions of human sexuality in general. In doing so, it challenges the theory and practice of psychoanalysis
with questions typically addressed only indirectly, but which are themselves transforming how analysis is
done, advancing new ideas for the clinic that can be extrapolated to social and intellectual contexts in an
effort to engage the broader dialogues of gender and sexuality.
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From reader reviews:

David Martin:

This Please Select Your Gender: From the Invention of Hysteria to the Democratizing of Transgenderism
book is just not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you have by
reading this book is definitely information inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will get details which is
getting deeper a person read a lot of information you will get. This particular Please Select Your Gender:
From the Invention of Hysteria to the Democratizing of Transgenderism without we know teach the one who
reading through it become critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't always be worry Please Select Your
Gender: From the Invention of Hysteria to the Democratizing of Transgenderism can bring once you are and
not make your bag space or bookshelves' turn out to be full because you can have it inside your lovely laptop
even cellphone. This Please Select Your Gender: From the Invention of Hysteria to the Democratizing of
Transgenderism having great arrangement in word in addition to layout, so you will not truly feel
uninterested in reading.

Kathe Waller:

This Please Select Your Gender: From the Invention of Hysteria to the Democratizing of Transgenderism
usually are reliable for you who want to certainly be a successful person, why. The reason why of this Please
Select Your Gender: From the Invention of Hysteria to the Democratizing of Transgenderism can be one of
several great books you must have will be giving you more than just simple looking at food but feed an
individual with information that perhaps will shock your earlier knowledge. This book is usually handy, you
can bring it just about everywhere and whenever your conditions at e-book and printed versions. Beside that
this Please Select Your Gender: From the Invention of Hysteria to the Democratizing of Transgenderism
forcing you to have an enormous of experience like rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking
that could it useful in your day action. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Thomas Burke:

This book untitled Please Select Your Gender: From the Invention of Hysteria to the Democratizing of
Transgenderism to be one of several books in which best seller in this year, here is because when you read
this reserve you can get a lot of benefit upon it. You will easily to buy this kind of book in the book store or
you can order it by means of online. The publisher on this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quickly to
read this book, because you can read this book in your Smartphone. So there is no reason for your
requirements to past this book from your list.

Amado Elam:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book
compared to can satisfy your short space of time to read it because pretty much everything time you only



find book that need more time to be examine. Please Select Your Gender: From the Invention of Hysteria to
the Democratizing of Transgenderism can be your answer as it can be read by a person who have those short
time problems.
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