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Before the full catastrophe of life struck her broadsides, the writer Joan Didion led a shining, privileged life.
She was one of the most admired American writers, reporting in novels and literary journalism from the
center of the national story. Her beloved husband, John Gregory Dunne, a highly-regarded writer himself,
was her most trusted confidante and collaborator. An already inseparable couple, they looked forward to
spending even more time together as they grew older. Their only child, Quintana, had negotiated the rapids
of adolescence and was now grown up and married.

Then, famously, disaster struck. Within less than two years, her husband and daughter were dead. At
seventy, Didion found herself alone. Her flinty self-reliance faced its stiffest test. Would her old pioneer code
of “bury the baby and keep going” be sufficient? There to witness how Didion found her way was the writer
Sara Davidson, the author of the bestselling Loose Change. She and Didion met in 1971 when Davidson,
then a young reporter, phoned her idol, looking for wisdom on how to live as a woman and a writer. Didion
invited her to supper, and so began a friendship that has lasted forty years.

It’s a friendship with its share of amusing moments. At a Hollywood party, Davidson witnessed Didion
reject an overture from Warren Beatty, then at the height of his womanizing powers. “This is all I want, right
here,” he told Didion, staring into her eyes. “I don’t have to be on the set until ten Monday morning.” “This
is not…feasible,” Didion responded, smiling shyly.

Over the years, Didion and Davidson compared notes on marriage, men, parenthood, and careers. But most
of all, they talked about writing, with Didion sharing more than four decades worth of insights acquired as
far back as "Slouching Towards Bethlehem" (1968) and as recently as Didion’s newest work, "Blue Nights"
(2011).

"Joan" is a loving, intimate portrait of a deeply private writer. It is a treasure trove of Didion’s no-nonsense
wisdom about the art of literature and life, and about the power of endurance—and now, surrender. Although
Didion says she has gotten no wiser with age, "Joan" belies that.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR

Sara Davidson is the New York Times bestselling author of "Loose Change and Leap! What Will We Do
with the Rest of our Lives?" She was among those who developed the craft of literary journalism, combining
the techniques of fiction with rigorous reporting to bring real events and people to life. The author of six
books and more than a hundred articles, she lives in Colorado and blogs at www.saradavidson.com.
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From reader reviews:

Sheilah Harvey:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children till adult are different content. As we know that
book is very important for all of us. The book Joan: Forty Years of Life, Loss, and Friendship with Joan
Didion had been making you to know about other knowledge and of course you can take more information.
It is very advantages for you. The reserve Joan: Forty Years of Life, Loss, and Friendship with Joan Didion
is not only giving you more new information but also for being your friend when you experience bored. You
can spend your own spend time to read your guide. Try to make relationship with all the book Joan: Forty
Years of Life, Loss, and Friendship with Joan Didion. You never experience lose out for everything if you
read some books.

Madelyn McDowell:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be upgrade about what going on or information even
knowledge to make all of them keep up with the era that is certainly always change and move ahead. Some
of you maybe will update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems
coming to you actually is you don't know which one you should start with. This Joan: Forty Years of Life,
Loss, and Friendship with Joan Didion is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why,
because this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Linda Carroll:

It is possible to spend your free time to learn this book this publication. This Joan: Forty Years of Life, Loss,
and Friendship with Joan Didion is simple to bring you can read it in the area, in the beach, train and soon. If
you did not get much space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is make you simpler
to read it. You can save the particular book in your smart phone. And so there are a lot of benefits that you
will get when one buys this book.

Kevin Porter:

Beside this Joan: Forty Years of Life, Loss, and Friendship with Joan Didion in your phone, it may give you
a way to get more close to the new knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge you can got
here is fresh from oven so don't become worry if you feel like an outdated people live in narrow town. It is
good thing to have Joan: Forty Years of Life, Loss, and Friendship with Joan Didion because this book offers
to your account readable information. Do you occasionally have book but you would not get what it's
interesting features of. Oh come on, that won't happen if you have this in the hand. The Enjoyable blend here
cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss it? Find this
book and read it from now!
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