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Now a major motion picture starring Salma Hayek, John C. Reilly, Toby Jones, and Vincent Cassel: a
rollicking, bawdy, fantastical cycle of 50 fairy tales told by 10 storytellers over 5 days
 
Before the Brothers Grimm, before Charles Perrault, before Hans Christian Andersen, there was
Giambattista Basile, a seventeenth-century poet from Naples, Italy, whom the Grimms credit with recording
the first national collection of fairy tales. The Tale of Tales—also known as The Pentamerone—opens with
Princess Zoza, unable to laugh no matter how funny the joke. Her father, the king, attempts to make her
smile; instead he leaves her cursed, whereupon the prince she is destined to marry is snatched up by another
woman. To expose this impostor and win back her rightful husband, Zoza contrives a storytelling
extravaganza: fifty fairy tales to be told by ten sharp-tongued women (including Zoza in disguise) over five
days.
 
Funny and scary, romantic and gruesome—and featuring a childless queen who devours the heart of a sea
monster cooked by a virgin, and who then gives birth the very next day; a lecherous king aroused by the
voice of a woman, whom he courts unaware of her physical grotesqueness; and a king who raises a flea to
monstrous size on his own blood, sparking a contest in which an ogre vies with men for the hand of the
king’s daughter—The Tale of Tales is a fairy-tale treasure that prefigures Game of Thrones and other
touchstones of worldwide fantasy literature.

From the Trade Paperback edition.
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From reader reviews:

Joe Vizcarra:

Do you considered one of people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on
guys that aren't like that. This The Tale of Tales (Penguin Classics) book is readable through you who hate
those straight word style. You will find the facts here are arrange for enjoyable examining experience
without leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to provide to you. The writer involving The Tale of
Tales (Penguin Classics) content conveys the idea easily to understand by a lot of people. The printed and e-
book are not different in the written content but it just different such as it. So , do you nonetheless thinking
The Tale of Tales (Penguin Classics) is not loveable to be your top checklist reading book?

Melissa Ray:

The event that you get from The Tale of Tales (Penguin Classics) is the more deep you rooting the
information that hide inside the words the more you get thinking about reading it. It does not mean that this
book is hard to know but The Tale of Tales (Penguin Classics) giving you excitement feeling of reading. The
copy writer conveys their point in a number of way that can be understood through anyone who read the idea
because the author of this book is well-known enough. This kind of book also makes your personal
vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to understand then can go along with you, both in printed or e-book
style are available. We recommend you for having that The Tale of Tales (Penguin Classics) instantly.

Michael Yancey:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book specially book entitled The
Tale of Tales (Penguin Classics) your head will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each and
every aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely can be your mind friends. Imaging every word written in a
publication then become one contact form conclusion and explanation that will maybe you never get prior to.
The The Tale of Tales (Penguin Classics) giving you an additional experience more than blown away the
mind but also giving you useful data for your better life with this era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing
pattern the following is your body and mind will be pleased when you are finished studying it, like winning
a. Do you want to try this extraordinary spending spare time activity?

Norbert Walling:

Is it a person who having spare time then spend it whole day simply by watching television programs or just
telling lies on the bed? Do you need something new? This The Tale of Tales (Penguin Classics) can be the
solution, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are and so out of date, spending your time by
reading in this brand new era is common not a geek activity. So what these books have than the others?
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