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Every few months a discovery about the human past is announced that makes national or even international
news. Humans: from the beginning will appeal to anybody who reads about these discoveries, is intrigued by
them, and would like to know more about prehistory. Humans: from the beginning is a single-volume guide
to the human past. Drawing upon expert literature and the latest multi-disciplinary research, this rigorous but
accessible book traces the whole of the human story from the first apes to the first cities. The end product of
five years of research, it has been brought fully up to date for 2015 and is now available for the first time as a
paperback as well as a Kindle eBook. Humans: from the beginning is written for the non-specialist, but it is
sufficiently comprehensive in scope, rigorous in content, and well-referenced to serve as an ideal ‘one-stop’
text not only for undergraduate students of relevant disciplines, but also to postgraduates, researchers and
other academics seeking to broaden their knowledge. This 32-chapter work presents an even-handed
coverage of topics including: • How climate change has long played a pivotal role in our affairs and those of
our ancestors. • How humans evolved from apes at a time when the apes were facing extinction. • Why the
last common ancestor of humans and chimpanzees (our closest living relatives) might have been more like a
human than a chimpanzee. • A possible Asian rather than African origin for the earliest humans. • Why the
Neanderthals were not the dimwits of popular imagination. • How language and modern human behaviour
evolved: an examination of theories including those of Robin Dunbar, Steven Mithen and Derek Bickerton. •
How the small group of modern humans that eventually colonised the whole of the non-African world might
have started from Arabia rather than Africa. • David Lewis-Williams’ theory that the cave art of Ice Age
Europe was linked to a shamanistic belief system that might be rooted in the very architecture of the human
brain. • Why the Neolithic transition from hunter-gathering to agriculture was a lengthy process, with many
down sides. • Colin Renfrew’s still-controversial theory that the spread of farming communities in Neolithic
times was responsible for the languages now spoken in many parts of the world. • How an ‘Urban
Revolution’ replaced egalitarian farming communities with socially-stratified kingdoms and city-states in
just a few millennia. • How the complex, technological societies of today have much in common with not
only the earliest states but much earlier primate societies.
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From reader reviews:

Louise Wax:

The book Humans: from the beginning: From the first apes to the first cities can give more knowledge and
also the precise product information about everything you want. Why then must we leave the great thing like
a book Humans: from the beginning: From the first apes to the first cities? Wide variety you have a different
opinion about guide. But one aim that book can give many info for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to
closer with your book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, you could give for each other; you may
share all of these. Book Humans: from the beginning: From the first apes to the first cities has simple shape
however you know: it has great and large function for you. You can seem the enormous world by open up
and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Alma Bulger:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children till adult are different content. To be sure that book is
very important for people. The book Humans: from the beginning: From the first apes to the first cities has
been making you to know about other knowledge and of course you can take more information. It is
extremely advantages for you. The reserve Humans: from the beginning: From the first apes to the first cities
is not only giving you a lot more new information but also to be your friend when you experience bored. You
can spend your own spend time to read your book. Try to make relationship while using book Humans: from
the beginning: From the first apes to the first cities. You never sense lose out for everything in the event you
read some books.

Joyce Morgan:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With reading through you can get a
lot of information that will give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world could share
their idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their reader with their story
as well as their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the textbooks. But also they write about the
data about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your kids,
there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on earth always try to improve their
expertise in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write for their book. One of them is this
Humans: from the beginning: From the first apes to the first cities.

Lionel Huggins:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with close friends is thing that
usually you could have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try issue that really
opposite from that. One particular activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like
on roller coaster you are ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love Humans: from the
beginning: From the first apes to the first cities, you are able to enjoy both. It is great combination right, you



still wish to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't
get it, oh come on its known as reading friends.
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