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"For some years I have been afflicted with the belief that flight is possible to man. My disease has increased
in severity and I feel that it will soon cost me an increased amount of money if not my life."So wrote a quiet
young Ohioan in 1900, one in an ancient line of men who had wanted to fly -- men who wanted it
passionately, fecklessly, hopelessly. But now, at the turn of the twentieth century, Wilbur Wright and a
scattered handful of other adventurers conceived a conviction that the dream lay at last within reach, and in a
headlong race across ten years and two continents, they competed to conquer the air. James Tobin, winner of
the National Book Critics Circle Award in biography, has at last given this inspiring story its definitive
telling.For years Wright and his younger brother, Orville, experimented in utter obscurity, supported only by
their exceptional family. Meanwhile, the world watched as the imperious Samuel Langley, armed with a rich
contract from the U.S. War Department and all the resources of the Smithsonian Institution, sought to scale
up his unmanned models to create the first manned flying machine. But while Langley became obsessed with
flight as a problem of power, the Wrights grappled with it as a problem of balance. Thus their machines took
two very different paths -- his toward oblivion, theirs toward the heavens.As Tobin relates, the Wrights' 1903
triumph at Kitty Hawk, however hallowed in American lore, was ill-reported and disbelieved. So, while the
two brothers struggled to transform their delicate contraption into a practical airplane, others moved to
overtake them as the leading pioneers of flight. In France, rivals scoffed at the Wrightseven as they rushed to
imitate them. At home, the great inventor Alexander Graham Bell seized the fallen banner of his friend
Langley and thrust it into the hands of a circle of young daredevils, urging them to get into the air. From this
group emerged the motorcyclist Glenn Curtiss, fastest man in the world, whose aerial challenge to Wilbur
Wright culminated in an unforgettable showdown over New York harbor."To Conquer the Air" is a hero's
tale of overcoming obstacles within and without that plumbs the depths of creativity and character. With a
historian's accuracy and a novelist's eye, Tobin has captured the interplay of remarkable personalities at an
extraordinary moment in our history. In the centennial year of human flight, "To Conquer the Air" is itself a
heroic achievement.
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From reader reviews:

Joshua West:

What do you concerning book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material if you want
something to explain what yours problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy particular person? If
you don't have spare time to do others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you have
extra time? What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. They have to answer that question
mainly because just their can do this. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is
proper. Because start from on kindergarten until university need this particular To Conquer the Air : The
Wright Brothers and the Great Race for Flight to read.

Abel Mulholland:

This To Conquer the Air : The Wright Brothers and the Great Race for Flight are generally reliable for you
who want to be a successful person, why. The main reason of this To Conquer the Air : The Wright Brothers
and the Great Race for Flight can be one of several great books you must have will be giving you more than
just simple examining food but feed a person with information that perhaps will shock your before
knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever your conditions in the e-
book and printed kinds. Beside that this To Conquer the Air : The Wright Brothers and the Great Race for
Flight forcing you to have an enormous of experience including rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of
critical thinking that we understand it useful in your day action. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Charles Simpson:

The e-book untitled To Conquer the Air : The Wright Brothers and the Great Race for Flight is the e-book
that recommended to you to read. You can see the quality of the reserve content that will be shown to
anyone. The language that publisher use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand.
The author was did a lot of research when write the book, therefore the information that they share for you is
absolutely accurate. You also can get the e-book of To Conquer the Air : The Wright Brothers and the Great
Race for Flight from the publisher to make you more enjoy free time.

Janice Leon:

As a pupil exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library or even
make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's spirit or real
their passion. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go to generally there but
nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring along with can't see
colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for you personally. As
we know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says,
ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this To Conquer the Air : The Wright Brothers and the Great
Race for Flight can make you really feel more interested to read.
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