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The Flying Goat (Jonathan Cape, 1939) features sixteen diverse stories from slapstick sketches to portraits of
marital tension; one Uncle Silas tale; and three that hark back to Bates's boyhood roots.

'A Funny Thing' is an escalating bragging match between Uncle Silas and Uncle Cosmos. Cosmos is
modelled on Bates's paternal grandfather, Charles Lawrence, who was "known about Rushden as a dapper
and dashing figure who spent his holidays in the south of France, where he reputedly had a number of
mistresses". A television adaptation starring Albert Finney was aired in 2003.

In a cautionary tale, ever-relevant today, 'Shot Actress – Full Story' is an account of the death of a former
actress, and of the damaging effect of rumours. In commenting on the public's obsession with scandal and
journalism, the tale reflects Bates's early newspaper work at the Northamptonshire Chronicle as well as a
wider social commentary.

The Times Literary Supplement singled out 'The White Pony' and 'The Ox' as "faultless things, jewels as
luminous and as finely cut as any Mr. Bates has turned out. In each of them the evocative strength of his
countryside pictures is joined to a still and poignant emotion that seems to project a background of universal
experience for a particular sorrow."

The bonus story 'Pensioned Off' is a sensitive and touching tale of a Latin teacher approaching the end of his
career, reflecting on his obsolete methods of trying to teach a dying language. The story is based in part on
Bates's own Latin teacher who he described as "extremely fat", so in a sweetly comic moment we hear how
he fasts every Thursday so as not to become obese. Published in the New Adelphi (1929), and not
republished since.
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From reader reviews:

Paul Gay:

What do you about book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you really need something
to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy person? If you don't
have spare time to do others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you have extra
time? What did you do? Every person has many questions above. They must answer that question simply
because just their can do that. It said that about publication. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is proper.
Because start from on pre-school until university need that The Flying Goat to read.

Jeffrey Osburn:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book so. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new
data. When you read a book you will get new information mainly because book is one of a number of ways
to share the information or maybe their idea. Second, reading a book will make you more imaginative. When
you reading through a book especially fiction book the author will bring one to imagine the story how the
personas do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to other people. When you read this
The Flying Goat, it is possible to tells your family, friends as well as soon about yours publication. Your
knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a publication.

Stacy Knarr:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world may share their
idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their particular reader with their story
or even their experience. Not only the story that share in the books. But also they write about advantage
about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your sons or
daughters, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors nowadays always try to improve their
proficiency in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write to their book. One of them is this The
Flying Goat.

Antonio Sisson:

The reason? Because this The Flying Goat is an unordinary book that the inside of the e-book waiting for
you to snap this but latter it will zap you with the secret the idea inside. Reading this book beside it was
fantastic author who else write the book in such wonderful way makes the content within easier to
understand, entertaining means but still convey the meaning fully. So , it is good for you because of not
hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret it. This excellent book will give you a lot of gains
than the other book have got such as help improving your expertise and your critical thinking technique. So ,
still want to hold up having that book? If I had been you I will go to the book store hurriedly.
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