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Although the act of conscientious objection entered modern consciousness most strikingly as a result of the
Vietnam War, Americans have long struggled to reconcile their politics, pacifist beliefs, and compulsory
military service. While conscientious objection in the twentieth century has been well documented, there has
been surprisingly little study of its long history in America's early conflicts, defined as these have been by
accounts of patriotism and nation-building. In fact, during the period of conscription from the late 1650s to
the end of the Civil War, many North Americans refused military service on grounds of conscience.

In this volume, Peter Brock, one of the foremost historians of American pacifism, seeks to remedy this
oversight by presenting a rich and varied collection of documents, many drawn from obscure sources, that
shed new light on American religious and military history. These include legal findings, church and meeting
proceedings, appeals by nonconformists to government authorities, and illuminating excerpts from personal
journals. These accounts contain many poignant, often painful, and sometimes even humorous episodes that
offer glimpses into the lives of conscientious objectors of the era. One of the most striking features to emerge
from these documents is the critical role of religion in the history of American pacifism. Brock finds that
virtually all who refused military service in this period were inspired by religious convictions, with Quakers
frequently the most ardent dissenters. In the antebellum period, however, the pacifist spectrum expanded to
include nonsectarians such as the famous abolitionist William Lloyd Garrison, founder of the New England
Non-Resistance Society. A dramatic, powerful portrait of early American pacifism, Liberty and Conscience
presents not only the thought and practice of the objectors themselves, but also the response of the authorities
and the general public.
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From reader reviews:

Chris Hernandez:

This Liberty and Conscience: A Documentary History of the Experiences of Conscientious Objectors in
America through the Civil War book is not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands.
The benefit you will get by reading this book will be information inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will
get data which is getting deeper you actually read a lot of information you will get. This particular Liberty
and Conscience: A Documentary History of the Experiences of Conscientious Objectors in America through
the Civil War without we comprehend teach the one who reading it become critical in contemplating and
analyzing. Don't always be worry Liberty and Conscience: A Documentary History of the Experiences of
Conscientious Objectors in America through the Civil War can bring whenever you are and not make your
case space or bookshelves' come to be full because you can have it inside your lovely laptop even mobile
phone. This Liberty and Conscience: A Documentary History of the Experiences of Conscientious Objectors
in America through the Civil War having great arrangement in word and layout, so you will not feel
uninterested in reading.

Lawrence Caulfield:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With reading through you can get a
lot of information which will give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world may share
their idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their particular reader with
their story as well as their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the ebooks. But also they write
about the data about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your young ones, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on earth always try to improve
their proficiency in writing, they also doing some study before they write to the book. One of them is this
Liberty and Conscience: A Documentary History of the Experiences of Conscientious Objectors in America
through the Civil War.

Johnny Cahill:

Beside this Liberty and Conscience: A Documentary History of the Experiences of Conscientious Objectors
in America through the Civil War in your phone, it may give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge
or information. The information and the knowledge you may got here is fresh from oven so don't become
worry if you feel like an outdated people live in narrow village. It is good thing to have Liberty and
Conscience: A Documentary History of the Experiences of Conscientious Objectors in America through the
Civil War because this book offers for you readable information. Do you occasionally have book but you
would not get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that would not happen if you have this inside your hand.
The Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to
miss the item? Find this book in addition to read it from currently!



John Negron:

You may get this Liberty and Conscience: A Documentary History of the Experiences of Conscientious
Objectors in America through the Civil War by browse the bookstore or Mall. Simply viewing or reviewing
it could possibly to be your solve difficulty if you get difficulties to your knowledge. Kinds of this reserve
are various. Not only by written or printed and also can you enjoy this book by means of e-book. In the
modern era just like now, you just looking of your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right
now, choose your ways to get more information about your book. It is most important to arrange yourself to
make your knowledge are still change. Let's try to choose suitable ways for you.
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