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To what extent do indie masculinities challenge the historical construction of rock music as patriarchal? This
key question is addressed by Matthew Bannister, involving an in-depth examination of indie guitar rock in
the 1980s as the culturally and historically specific production of white men. Through textual analysis of
musical and critical discourses, Bannister provides the first book-length study of masculinity and ethnicity
within the context of indie guitar music within US, UK and New Zealand 'scenes'. Bannister argues that past
theorisations of (rock) masculinities have tended to set up varieties of working-class deviance and physical
machismo as 'straw men', oversimplifying masculinities as 'men behaving badly'. Such approaches disavow
the ways that masculine power is articulated in culture not only through representation but also intellectual
and theoretical discourse. By re-situating indie in a historical/cultural context of art rock, he shows how
masculine power can be rearticulated through high, avant-garde, bohemian culture and aesthetic theory:
canonism, negation (Adorno), passivity, voyeurism and camp (Andy Warhol and the Velvet Underground),
and primitivism and infantilism (Lester Bangs, Simon Reynolds). In a related vein, he also assesses the
impact of Freud on cultural theory, arguing that reversing binary conceptions of gender by associating
masculinities with an essentialised passive femininity perpetuates patriarchal dualism. Drawing on his own
experience as an indie musician, Bannister surveys a range of indie artists, including The Smiths, The Jesus
and Mary Chain, My Bloody Valentine and The Go-Betweens; from the US, R.E.M., The Replacements,
Dinosaur Jr, Husker Du, Nirvana and hardcore; and from NZ, Flying Nun acts, including The Chills, The
Clean, the Verlaines, Chris Knox, Bailter Space, and The Bats, demonstrating broad continuities between
these apparently disparate scenes, in terms of gender, aesthetic theory and approaches to popular musical
history. The result is a book which raises some important questions about how gender is studied in popular
culture and the degree to which alternative cultures can critique dominant representations of gender.
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From reader reviews:

Jon Gomes:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by interact with the internet
and the resources inside can be true or not involve people to be aware of each information they get. How
many people to be smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book.
Reading a book can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information specially this White Boys,
White Noise: Masculinities And 1980s Indie Guitar Rock (Ashgate Popular and Folk Music) (Ashgate
Popular and Folk Music) book since this book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course the details in
this book hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already know.

Donna Sedillo:

Precisely why? Because this White Boys, White Noise: Masculinities And 1980s Indie Guitar Rock (Ashgate
Popular and Folk Music) (Ashgate Popular and Folk Music) is an unordinary book that the inside of the
publication waiting for you to snap this but latter it will shock you with the secret that inside. Reading this
book beside it was fantastic author who all write the book in such amazing way makes the content within
easier to understand, entertaining method but still convey the meaning completely. So , it is good for you for
not hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret it. This unique book will give you a lot of positive
aspects than the other book have such as help improving your proficiency and your critical thinking
approach. So , still want to hold up having that book? If I had been you I will go to the e-book store
hurriedly.

Bonnie Daves:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book specially
book entitled White Boys, White Noise: Masculinities And 1980s Indie Guitar Rock (Ashgate Popular and
Folk Music) (Ashgate Popular and Folk Music) your thoughts will drift away trough every dimension,
wandering in every aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely can be your mind friends. Imaging every
word written in a e-book then become one type conclusion and explanation which maybe you never get
ahead of. The White Boys, White Noise: Masculinities And 1980s Indie Guitar Rock (Ashgate Popular and
Folk Music) (Ashgate Popular and Folk Music) giving you a different experience more than blown away
your head but also giving you useful info for your better life in this particular era. So now let us demonstrate
the relaxing pattern the following is your body and mind will likely be pleased when you are finished
examining it, like winning an activity. Do you want to try this extraordinary investing spare time activity?

Beverly Rosa:

With this era which is the greater person or who has ability in doing something more are more special than
other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you have to do is just
spending your time almost no but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. One of several books in the



top list in your reading list will be White Boys, White Noise: Masculinities And 1980s Indie Guitar Rock
(Ashgate Popular and Folk Music) (Ashgate Popular and Folk Music). This book which is qualified as The
Hungry Mountains can get you closer in turning into precious person. By looking upwards and review this
publication you can get many advantages.
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