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"A must buy for anyone interested in the Great Lakes."
---Frederick Stonehouse, maritime historian

In 1892, the Ann Arbor Car Ferries shook the transportation world by doing what was then deemed
impossible---carrying loaded railroad cars by ship across the sixty-two miles of open water between
Frankfort, Michigan and Kewaunee, Wisconsin. With passion, acuity, and remarkable detail, Grant Brown
describes the nearly 100-year crossings---from their beginnings with James Ashley's bold new idea of car
ferrying down to the last fight for survival until the Michigan Interstate Rail Company finally closed in 1982.

Crossing the lake with loaded freight cars was a treacherous task that presented daily obstacles.
Knowledgeable people believed it was impossible to secure rail cars from tipping over and sinking the ship.
Weather and ice presented two near-insurmountable hurdles, making car ferrying doubly difficult in the
winter when nearly all shipping on the Great Lakes shut down. This vivid history gives voice to the ships and
their crews as they battled the storms without modern navigational aids or adequate power.

This spirited account of the Ann Arbor car ferries draws on ships' logs from various museums, over 2,000
newspaper articles, annual reports from 1889 through 1976, and interviews with former employees. The
result is a living history of the ships, the crews, and their adventures; of the men who built and ran the
business; and of the enormous influence the vessels had on the communities they served.

Grant Brown, Jr., worked for S.D. Warren Company, a paper manufacturer, for 37 years. He raced sailboats
on Crystal Lake in northern Michigan for ten years while growing up, continued in Boston and St. Louis, and
has since returned to living and racing in Frankfort, Michigan. He spent eight years in the U.S. Coast Guard
Reserve, where he learned navigation and shipboard procedure.
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From reader reviews:

Chris Hernandez:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive today, people
have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice by
surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated that for a while is reading. Sure, by
reading a publication your ability to survive improve then having chance to stand than other is high. For you
personally who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this specific Ninety Years Crossing
Lake Michigan: The History of the Ann Arbor Car Ferries book as basic and daily reading book. Why,
because this book is more than just a book.

Jane Kim:

As people who live in often the modest era should be up-date about what going on or details even knowledge
to make all of them keep up with the era that is certainly always change and move ahead. Some of you
maybe can update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to
you actually is you don't know what kind you should start with. This Ninety Years Crossing Lake Michigan:
The History of the Ann Arbor Car Ferries is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why,
because this book serves what you want and want in this era.

Charles Buffington:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information that may give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world may share
their idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their particular reader
with their story or their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the publications. But also they write
about the information about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to
teach children, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors nowadays always try to
improve their talent in writing, they also doing some study before they write to their book. One of them is
this Ninety Years Crossing Lake Michigan: The History of the Ann Arbor Car Ferries.

Rosa Felton:

Beside this Ninety Years Crossing Lake Michigan: The History of the Ann Arbor Car Ferries in your phone,
it may give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or information. The information and the
knowledge you are going to got here is fresh from the oven so don't become worry if you feel like an aged
people live in narrow town. It is good thing to have Ninety Years Crossing Lake Michigan: The History of
the Ann Arbor Car Ferries because this book offers to you readable information. Do you at times have book
but you do not get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this with your hand. The
Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want
to miss that? Find this book and also read it from currently!
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