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Here, in a grand narrative spanning 1,800 years of European history, a distinguished political philosopher
firmly rejects Western liberalism’s usual account of itself: its emergence in opposition to religion in the early
modern era. Larry Siedentop argues instead that liberal thought is, in its underlying assumptions, the
offspring of the Church. Beginning with a moral revolution in the first centuries CE, when notions about
equality and human agency were first formulated by St. Paul, Siedentop follows these concepts in
Christianity from Augustine to the philosophers and canon lawyers of the fourteenth and early fifteenth
centuries, and ends with their reemergence in secularism?another of Christianity’s gifts to the West.

Inventing the Individual tells how a new, equal social role, the individual, arose and gradually displaced the
claims of family, tribe, and caste as the basis of social organization. Asking us to rethink the evolution of
ideas on which Western societies and government are built, Siedentop contends that the core of what is now
the West’s system of beliefs emerged earlier than we commonly think. The roots of liberalism?belief in
individual freedom, in the fundamental moral equality of individuals, in a legal system based on equality,
and in a representative form of government befitting a society of free people?all these were pioneered by
Christian thinkers of the Middle Ages who drew on the moral revolution carried out by the early Church.
These philosophers and canon lawyers, not the Renaissance humanists, laid the foundation for liberal
democracy in the West.
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From reader reviews:

Steven Richardson:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with close friends is thing
that usually you have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try issue that really
opposite from that. One activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you already been ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love Inventing the Individual:
The Origins of Western Liberalism, it is possible to enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you still
wish to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh can happen its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't have
it, oh come on its called reading friends.

Lea Severino:

Inventing the Individual: The Origins of Western Liberalism can be one of your beginner books that are good
idea. Most of us recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary that may increase
your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the
information. The author giving his/her effort that will put every word into pleasure arrangement in writing
Inventing the Individual: The Origins of Western Liberalism although doesn't forget the main level, giving
the reader the hottest and also based confirm resource info that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This
great information can certainly drawn you into completely new stage of crucial pondering.

Carl Speed:

You can get this Inventing the Individual: The Origins of Western Liberalism by browse the bookstore or
Mall. Merely viewing or reviewing it could possibly to be your solve challenge if you get difficulties for the
knowledge. Kinds of this e-book are various. Not only by simply written or printed but can you enjoy this
book by e-book. In the modern era including now, you just looking of your mobile phone and searching what
their problem. Right now, choose your own ways to get more information about your reserve. It is most
important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to choose appropriate
ways for you.

Francis Griffin:

A number of people said that they feel bored when they reading a guide. They are directly felt the item when
they get a half areas of the book. You can choose the book Inventing the Individual: The Origins of Western
Liberalism to make your current reading is interesting. Your current skill of reading skill is developing when
you like reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make you enjoy you just read it and mingle the idea
about book and looking at especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to like to open up a book and study
it. Beside that the book Inventing the Individual: The Origins of Western Liberalism can to be your new
friend when you're really feel alone and confuse with what must you're doing of these time.
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