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Ideas of holiness continue to haunt us even in this secular age. Too often banished from rational discourse,
these ideas lurk like shadows in the imagination. In Virtuous Magic, a novelist and a poet describe the lives
and legends of 45 holy women from the beginnings of Christianity until today, from Martha of Bethany and
Mary Magdalene to Edith Stein, Dorothy Day, and the women religious and poverty workers martyred in El
Salvador in 1980. The focus is on women in three areas: the arts of healing, the exercise of power, and the
practice of mysticism. Playfully exploring the complex relationship between historical fact and spiritual
truth, the authors employ poetry and fiction as well as historical narrative and the local records of cult centers
to explore the many "meanings" of female sanctity.Intended as a book for browsing as well as for continuous
reading, Virtuous Magic is for pilgrims, feminists, ordinary Christians, and anyone who has ever wondered
about the strange magic exerted by saints throughout Christian history.Contents include: Veronica --
Bernadette of Lourdes -- Clare of Assisi -- Catherine of Sienna -- Katherine of Alexandria -- Empress Helena
-- Brigit of Kildare -- Bridget of Sweden -- Hildegard of Bingen -- Wendreda -- Wilgefortis -- Rose of Lima
-- Sor Juana Ines de la Cruz -- Margaret Clitherow -- Josephine Butler -- Amanda Berry Smith -- Julian of
Norwich -- Teresa of Avila -- Godiva of Coventry
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From reader reviews:

Cynthia Richards:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Sure, you can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to take
a stroll, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or even read a book called Virtuous Magic:
Women Saints and Their Meanings? Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You understand beside you can
spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you agree with their
opinion or you have additional opinion?

Joyce Bullock:

The book Virtuous Magic: Women Saints and Their Meanings give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your
spare time. You may use to make your capable much more increase. Book can to get your best friend when
you getting stress or having big problem with your subject. If you can make reading through a book Virtuous
Magic: Women Saints and Their Meanings being your habit, you can get far more advantages, like add your
capable, increase your knowledge about several or all subjects. You can know everything if you like open
and read a book Virtuous Magic: Women Saints and Their Meanings. Kinds of book are several. It means
that, science book or encyclopedia or other people. So , how do you think about this e-book?

Julie Ross:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This book Virtuous Magic: Women Saints and Their Meanings was
colorful and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book Virtuous Magic: Women Saints and
Their Meanings has many kinds or genre. Start from kids until youngsters. For example Naruto or Detective
Conan you can read and believe that you are the character on there. So , not at all of book usually are make
you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and relax. Try to choose the best book in your case and try to
like reading which.

Anna Cooper:

Some individuals said that they feel weary when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt this when they
get a half portions of the book. You can choose typically the book Virtuous Magic: Women Saints and Their
Meanings to make your personal reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of reading ability is
developing when you just like reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy to learn it and mingle the
idea about book and examining especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to like to available a book and
examine it. Beside that the guide Virtuous Magic: Women Saints and Their Meanings can to be a newly
purchased friend when you're sense alone and confuse with the information must you're doing of this time.
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