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InPerceiving God, William P. Alston offers a clear and provocative account of the epistemology of religious
experience. He argues that the "perception of God"-his term for direct experiential awareness of God-makes
a major contribution to the grounds of religious belief. Surveying the variety of reported direct experiences
of God among laypersons and famous mystics, Alston demonstrates that a person can be justified in holding
certain beliefs about God on the basis of mystical experience. Through the perception that God is sustaining
one in being, for example, one can justifiably believe that God is indeed sustaining one in being.

Alston offers a detailed discussion of our grounds for taking sense perception and other sources of belief-
including introspection, memory, and mystical experience-to be reliable and to confer justification. He then
uses this epistemic framework to explain how our perceptual beliefs about God can be justified. Alston
carefully addresses objections to his chief claims, including problems posed by non-Christian religious
traditions. He also examines the way in which mystical perception fits into the larger picture of grounds for
religious belief.

Suggesting that religious experience, rather than being a purely subjective phenomenon, has real cognitive
value,Perceiving Godwill spark intense debate and will be indispensable reading for those interested in
philosophy of religion, epistemology, and philosophy of mind, as well as for theologians.
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From reader reviews:

Matthew Blackburn:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Yep, you can
choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a go
walking, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or maybe read a book eligible Perceiving
God: The Epistemology of Religious Experience? Maybe it is to get best activity for you. You recognize
beside you can spend your time along with your favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree
with its opinion or you have other opinion?

Jackie Ballesteros:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book so.
There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new facts. When
you read a publication you will get new information simply because book is one of various ways to share the
information or perhaps their idea. Second, reading a book will make an individual more imaginative. When
you examining a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the story
how the personas do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other individuals. When you read
this Perceiving God: The Epistemology of Religious Experience, you may tells your family, friends and also
soon about yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a book.

Patricia Briggs:

The book Perceiving God: The Epistemology of Religious Experience has a lot info on it. So when you make
sure to read this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was compiled by the very famous author. The
writer makes some research prior to write this book. This book very easy to read you can get the point easily
after perusing this book.

Nona Smith:

Can you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Make an effort
to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't ascertain book by its deal with may doesn't
work the following is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the
outside appear likes. Maybe you answer could be Perceiving God: The Epistemology of Religious
Experience why because the amazing cover that make you consider concerning the content will not
disappoint a person. The inside or content is fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading sixth sense
will directly show you to pick up this book.
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