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Following the abolition of slavery in New England, white citizens seemed to forget that it had ever existed
there. Drawing on a wide array of primary sources?from slaveowners' diaries to children's daybooks to racist
broadsides?Joanne Pope Melish reveals not only how northern society changed but how its perceptions
changed as well. Melish explores the origins of racial thinking and practices to show how ill-prepared the
region was to accept a population of free people of color in its midst. Because emancipation was gradual,
whites transferred prejudices shaped by slavery to their relations with free people of color, and their attitudes
were buttressed by abolitionist rhetoric which seemed to promise riddance of slaves as much as slavery.

Melish tells how whites came to blame the impoverished condition of people of color on their innate
inferiority, how racialization became an important component of New England ante-bellum nationalism, and
how former slaves actively participated in this discourse by emphasizing their African identity. Placing race
at the center of New England history, she contends that slavery was important not only as a labor system but
also as an institutionalized set of relations. The collective amnesia about local slavery's existence became a
significant component of New England regional identity.
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From reader reviews:

Thersa Moss:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different
content. As you may know that book is very important for people. The book Disowning Slavery: Gradual
Emancipation and "Race" in New England, 1780-1860 ended up being making you to know about other
understanding and of course you can take more information. It is rather advantages for you. The reserve
Disowning Slavery: Gradual Emancipation and "Race" in New England, 1780-1860 is not only giving you
considerably more new information but also to be your friend when you feel bored. You can spend your
spend time to read your book. Try to make relationship together with the book Disowning Slavery: Gradual
Emancipation and "Race" in New England, 1780-1860. You never truly feel lose out for everything in case
you read some books.

Katherine Adkins:

Do you among people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on guys that
aren't like that. This Disowning Slavery: Gradual Emancipation and "Race" in New England, 1780-1860
book is readable by simply you who hate those straight word style. You will find the data here are arrange
for enjoyable reading through experience without leaving actually decrease the knowledge that want to give
to you. The writer connected with Disowning Slavery: Gradual Emancipation and "Race" in New England,
1780-1860 content conveys the idea easily to understand by a lot of people. The printed and e-book are not
different in the articles but it just different such as it. So , do you nevertheless thinking Disowning Slavery:
Gradual Emancipation and "Race" in New England, 1780-1860 is not loveable to be your top list reading
book?

Nathaniel Mathis:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their spare time with their family,
or their particular friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic inside
park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something different to fill your
current free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book is usually option to fill your free time/ holiday. The first
thing that you will ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to try look for book,
may be the guide untitled Disowning Slavery: Gradual Emancipation and "Race" in New England, 1780-
1860 can be good book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.

Alicia Cain:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you may have it in e-book
way, more simple and reachable. That Disowning Slavery: Gradual Emancipation and "Race" in New
England, 1780-1860 can give you a lot of friends because by you checking out this one book you have thing
that they don't and make a person more like an interesting person. This kind of book can be one of one step



for you to get success. This e-book offer you information that might be your friend doesn't recognize, by
knowing more than other make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? We should have Disowning
Slavery: Gradual Emancipation and "Race" in New England, 1780-1860.
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