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This original and significant contribution to the historiography of the civil rights movement and
education in the South details a dramatic and disturbing chapter in American cultural history.

The tradition of American public libraries is closely tied to the perception that these institutions are open to
all without regard to social background. Such was not the case in the segregated South, however, where
public libraries barred entry to millions of African Americans and provided tacit support for a culture of
white supremacy. A Right to Read is the first book to examine public library segregation from its origins in
the late 19th century through its end during the tumultuous years of the 1960s civil rights movement.
Graham focuses on Alabama, where African Americans, denied access to white libraries, worked to establish
and maintain their own "Negro branches." These libraries-separate but never equal-were always underfunded
and inadequately prepared to meet the needs of their constituencies.

By 1960, however, African Americans turned their attention toward desegregating the white public libraries
their taxes helped support. They carried out "read-ins" and other protests designed to bring attention and
judicial pressure upon the segregationists. Patterson Toby Graham contends that, for librarians, the civil
rights movement in their institutions represented a conflict of values that pitted their professional ethics
against regional mores. He details how several librarians in Alabama took the dangerous course of opposing
segregationists, sometimes with unsettling results.

This groundbreaking work built on primary evidence will have wide cross-disciplinary appeal. Students and
scholars of southern and African-American history, civil rights, and social science, as well as academic and
public librarians, will appreciate Graham's solid research and astute analysis.

Patterson Toby Graham is Head of Special Collections at the University
of Southern Mississippi. His research on library segregation has won four
awards, including the ALISE-Eugene Garfield Dissertation Award.
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From reader reviews:

Andre Rosier:

Book is written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can know everything you want by a e-book. Book
has a different type. We all know that that book is important matter to bring us around the world. Alongside
that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A book A Right to Read: Segregation and Civil Rights in
Alabama's Public Libraries, 1900–1965 will make you to end up being smarter. You can feel considerably
more confidence if you can know about everything. But some of you think in which open or reading any
book make you bored. It is not make you fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you searching for
best book or acceptable book with you?

Thelma Brady:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be revise about what going on or details even knowledge
to make them keep up with the era that is certainly always change and move forward. Some of you maybe
may update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming to you is
you don't know what type you should start with. This A Right to Read: Segregation and Civil Rights in
Alabama's Public Libraries, 1900–1965 is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, as
this book serves what you want and want in this era.

Stephanie Gilley:

This book untitled A Right to Read: Segregation and Civil Rights in Alabama's Public Libraries, 1900–1965
to be one of several books this best seller in this year, here is because when you read this book you can get a
lot of benefit upon it. You will easily to buy this particular book in the book retail outlet or you can order it
by using online. The publisher on this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quickly to read this book,
since you can read this book in your Cell phone. So there is no reason for your requirements to past this
publication from your list.

Arthur Daniel:

The reserve with title A Right to Read: Segregation and Civil Rights in Alabama's Public Libraries,
1900–1965 includes a lot of information that you can learn it. You can get a lot of profit after read this book.
This kind of book exist new understanding the information that exist in this e-book represented the condition
of the world today. That is important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. This kind of book
will bring you within new era of the syndication. You can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can
read this anywhere you want.
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