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In Stalinist Russia, the idealized Soviet man projected an image of strength, virility, and unyielding drive in
his desire to build a powerful socialist state. In monuments, posters, and other tools of cultural production, he
became the demigod of Communist ideology. But beneath the surface of this fantasy, between the lines of
texts and in film, lurked another figure: the wounded body of the heroic invalid, the second version of
Stalin's New Man. 

In How the Soviet Man Was Unmade, Lilya Kaganovsky exposes the paradox behind the myth of the
indestructible Stalinist-era male. In her analysis of social-realist literature and cinema, she examines the
recurring theme of the mutilated male body, which appears with startling frequency. Kaganovsky views this
representation as a thinly veiled statement about the emasculated male condition during the Stalinist era.
Because the communist state was “full of heroes,” a man could only truly distinguish himself and attain hero
status through bodily sacrifice-yet in his wounding, he was forever reminded that he would be limited in
what he could achieve, and was expected to remain in a state of continued subservience to Stalin and the
party.

Kaganovsky provides an insightful reevaluation of classic works of the period, including the novels of
Nikolai Ostrovskii (How Steel Was Tempered) and Boris Polevoi (A Story About a Real Man), and films
such as Ivan Pyr'ev's The Party Card, Eduard Pentslin's The Fighter Pilots, and Mikhail Chiaureli's The Fall
of Berlin, among others. The symbolism of wounding and dismemberment in these works acts as a fissure in
the facade of Stalinist cultural production through which we can view the consequences of historic and
political trauma.
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From reader reviews:

Richard Tipton:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Make an effort to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't determine book by its include may
doesn't work this is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the
outside appear likes. Maybe you answer might be How the Soviet Man Was Unmade: Cultural Fantasy and
Male Subjectivity under Stalin (Pitt Russian East European) why because the wonderful cover that make you
consider regarding the content will not disappoint you. The inside or content will be fantastic as the outside
or perhaps cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly guide you to pick up this book.

Mary Sylvester:

Reading a book to be new life style in this year; every people loves to examine a book. When you read a
book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge,
mainly because book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds
of book that you have read. If you wish to get information about your examine, you can read education
books, but if you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, and
soon. The How the Soviet Man Was Unmade: Cultural Fantasy and Male Subjectivity under Stalin (Pitt
Russian East European) will give you new experience in examining a book.

Edward Avelar:

Is it you who having spare time and then spend it whole day through watching television programs or just
resting on the bed? Do you need something new? This How the Soviet Man Was Unmade: Cultural Fantasy
and Male Subjectivity under Stalin (Pitt Russian East European) can be the answer, oh how comes? The new
book you know. You are therefore out of date, spending your free time by reading in this new era is common
not a geek activity. So what these books have than the others?

Evan Miller:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This kind of book How the Soviet Man Was Unmade: Cultural
Fantasy and Male Subjectivity under Stalin (Pitt Russian East European) was vibrant and of course has
pictures around. As we know that book How the Soviet Man Was Unmade: Cultural Fantasy and Male
Subjectivity under Stalin (Pitt Russian East European) has many kinds or category. Start from kids until
young adults. For example Naruto or Private investigator Conan you can read and think that you are the
character on there. So , not at all of book are make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and loosen
up. Try to choose the best book in your case and try to like reading this.
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