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Civil engineering has made an inestimable contribution to modern life, providing the crucial expertise behind
our vast transportation systems and the wide array of built structures where we work, study, and play. In this
Very Short Introduction, engineer David Muir Wood turns a spotlight on a field that we often take for
granted. He sheds light on the nature and importance of civil engineering in the history of civilization and
urbanization, outlines its many accomplishments in the modern era, and points to the hurdles that civil
engineering will face in the future. Beginning with the task of creating a settlement on a deserted island,
Muir Wood sets out the problems that civil engineers face every day, highlighting the social and
environmental challenges as well as the grasp of science and technology needed to craft buildings, bridges,
tunnels, houses, and areas of recreation. The author also profiles the lives of some of the major civil
engineers, such as Isambard Kingdom Brunel, the acclaimed builder of steamships, railways, and tunnels,
and Sir Joseph Bazalgette, whose sewer system in central London was instrumental in relieving the city from
cholera epidemics. Finally, Muir Wood considers the growing difficulty of managing our water and energy
supplies, and he looks at the engineering profession's increased sensitivity to building and the environment.
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From reader reviews:

Jennifer Dillon:

The book Civil Engineering: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) can give more knowledge
and also the precise product information about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave the good
thing like a book Civil Engineering: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions)? Some of you
have a different opinion about reserve. But one aim that book can give many data for us. It is absolutely
appropriate. Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, you are able
to give for each other; you can share all of these. Book Civil Engineering: A Very Short Introduction (Very
Short Introductions) has simple shape however, you know: it has great and massive function for you. You
can seem the enormous world by wide open and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Timothy Wingo:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content.
As we know that book is very important for people. The book Civil Engineering: A Very Short Introduction
(Very Short Introductions) seemed to be making you to know about other understanding and of course you
can take more information. It is rather advantages for you. The e-book Civil Engineering: A Very Short
Introduction (Very Short Introductions) is not only giving you much more new information but also being
your friend when you really feel bored. You can spend your spend time to read your reserve. Try to make
relationship using the book Civil Engineering: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions). You
never truly feel lose out for everything in case you read some books.

Marge Lee:

As people who live in often the modest era should be change about what going on or information even
knowledge to make all of them keep up with the era which can be always change and move ahead. Some of
you maybe will update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems
coming to anyone is you don't know which you should start with. This Civil Engineering: A Very Short
Introduction (Very Short Introductions) is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why,
because book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Richard Jimenez:

The actual book Civil Engineering: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) has a lot associated
with on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was compiled by the very famous
author. The writer makes some research just before write this book. That book very easy to read you will get
the point easily after reading this article book.
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