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Maimonides’ Guide of the Perplexed has traditionally been read as an attempt to harmonize reason and
revelation. Another, more recent interpretation takes the contradiction between philosophy and religion to be
irreconcilable, and concludes that the Guide prescribes religion for the masses and philosophy for the elite.
Moving beyond these familiar debates, Josef Stern argues that the perplexity addressed in this famously
enigmatic work is not the conflict between Athens and Jerusalem but the tension between human matter and
form, between the body and the intellect.

Maimonides’ philosophical tradition takes the perfect life to be intellectual: pure, undivided contemplation of
all possible truths, from physics and cosmology to metaphysics and God. According to the Guide, this ideal
cannot be realized by humans. Their embodied minds cannot achieve scientific knowledge of metaphysics,
and their bodily impulses interfere with exclusive contemplation. Closely analyzing the arguments in the
Guide and its original use of the parable as a medium of philosophical writing, Stern articulates Maimonides’
skepticism about human knowledge of metaphysics and his heterodox interpretations of scriptural and
rabbinic parables. Stern shows how, in order to accommodate the conflicting demands of the intellect and the
body, Maimonides creates a repertoire of spiritual exercises, reconceiving the Mosaic commandments as
training for the life of the embodied mind. By focusing on the philosophical notions of matter and form, and
the interplay between its literary form and subject matter, Stern succeeds in developing a unified, novel
interpretation of the Guide.
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From reader reviews:

Susan Scott:

This The Matter and Form of Maimonides' Guide are usually reliable for you who want to be described as a
successful person, why. The key reason why of this The Matter and Form of Maimonides' Guide can be one
of the great books you must have is actually giving you more than just simple examining food but feed an
individual with information that maybe will shock your earlier knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring
it all over the place and whenever your conditions in e-book and printed ones. Beside that this The Matter
and Form of Maimonides' Guide giving you an enormous of experience like rich vocabulary, giving you trial
run of critical thinking that we know it useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Maria Tate:

The publication with title The Matter and Form of Maimonides' Guide includes a lot of information that you
can understand it. You can get a lot of profit after read this book. This specific book exist new information
the information that exist in this e-book represented the condition of the world currently. That is important to
yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. This book will bring you with new era of the globalization.
You can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read it anywhere you want.

Mohammad Darling:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or go to the outside with them friends and
family or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, or
maybe playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity this is look different you can
read some sort of book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent all day
long to reading a e-book. The book The Matter and Form of Maimonides' Guide it is very good to read.
There are a lot of individuals who recommended this book. These were enjoying reading this book. Should
you did not have enough space to develop this book you can buy the actual e-book. You can m0ore simply to
read this book from your smart phone. The price is not too expensive but this book provides high quality.

Robert Beaubien:

You can find this The Matter and Form of Maimonides' Guide by browse the bookstore or Mall. Just simply
viewing or reviewing it may to be your solve problem if you get difficulties to your knowledge. Kinds of this
reserve are various. Not only through written or printed but also can you enjoy this book simply by e-book.
In the modern era similar to now, you just looking of your mobile phone and searching what your problem.
Right now, choose your own personal ways to get more information about your publication. It is most
important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to choose right ways
for you.
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