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In recent years, analysts of world affairs have suggested that cultural interests -- ethnicity, religion, and
ideology -- play a primary role in patterns of conflict and alliances, and that in the future the "clash of
civilizations" will dominate international relations. The Limits of Culture explores the effect of culture on
foreign policy, focusing on countries in the geopolitically important Caspian region and paying particular
attention to those states that have identified themselves as Islamic republics -- Iran, Taliban Afghanistan, and
Pakistan.The contributors to The Limits of Culture find that, contrary to the currently popular view, culture is
rarely more important than other factors in shaping the foreign policies of countries in the Caspian region.
They find that ruling regimes do not necessarily act according to their own rhetoric. Iran, for example, can
conduct policies that contradict the official state ideology without suffering domestic retribution. Also,
countries frequently align with one another when they do not share religious beliefs or cultural heritage. For
example, Christian Armenia cooperates on trade and security with non-Christian Iran. Cultural identities, the
contributors find, are flexible enough to enable states to pursue a wide range of policies that are consistent
with their material interests. As the essays in The Limits of Culture make clear, the emerging foreign policies
of the Caspian states present a significant challenge to the culturalist argument.
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From reader reviews:

Steven Resnick:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Yep, you can
choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to
take a wander, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book called The
Limits of Culture: Islam and Foreign Policy (Belfer Center Studies in International Security)? Maybe it is for
being best activity for you. You already know beside you can spend your time with your favorite's book, you
can more intelligent than before. Do you agree with it has the opinion or you have some other opinion?

David Earnest:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with pals is thing that usually
you will have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try matter that really opposite from
that. One activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
have been ride on and with addition info. Even you love The Limits of Culture: Islam and Foreign Policy
(Belfer Center Studies in International Security), you are able to enjoy both. It is good combination right,
you still would like to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout fellas. What?
Still don't buy it, oh come on its known as reading friends.

Edna Barnett:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray anyone, why because this The Limits of Culture: Islam and Foreign
Policy (Belfer Center Studies in International Security) e-book written by well-known writer we are excited
for well how to make book that can be understand by anyone who read the book. Written with good manner
for you, still dripping wet every ideas and producing skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still
skepticism The Limits of Culture: Islam and Foreign Policy (Belfer Center Studies in International Security)
as good book not simply by the cover but also by the content. This is one book that can break don't evaluate
book by its handle, so do you still needing yet another sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your
reading sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to another sixth sense.

Shirley Eagle:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you will get it in e-
book approach, more simple and reachable. This kind of The Limits of Culture: Islam and Foreign Policy
(Belfer Center Studies in International Security) can give you a lot of close friends because by you taking a
look at this one book you have point that they don't and make anyone more like an interesting person. This
specific book can be one of a step for you to get success. This guide offer you information that might be your
friend doesn't understand, by knowing more than some other make you to be great people. So , why hesitate?
We need to have The Limits of Culture: Islam and Foreign Policy (Belfer Center Studies in International
Security).
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