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The Chernobyl disaster has been variously ascribed to human error, reactor design flaws, and industry
mismanagement. Six former Chernobyl employees were convicted of criminal negligence; they defended
themselves by pointing to reactor design issues. Other observers blamed the Soviet style of ideologically
driven economic and industrial management. In Producing Power, Sonja Schmid draws on interviews with
veterans of the Soviet nuclear industry and extensive research in Russian archives as she examines these
alternate accounts. Rather than pursue one "definitive" explanation, she investigates how each of these
narratives makes sense in its own way and demonstrates that each implies adherence to a particular set of
ideas -- about high-risk technologies, human-machine interactions, organizational methods for ensuring
safety and productivity, and even about the legitimacy of the Soviet state. She also shows how these attitudes
shaped, and were shaped by, the Soviet nuclear industry from its very beginnings.

Schmid explains that Soviet experts established nuclear power as a driving force of social, not just technical,
progress. She examines the Soviet nuclear industry's dual origins in weapons and electrification programs,
and she traces the emergence of nuclear power experts as a professional community. Schmid also
fundamentally reassesses the design choices for nuclear power reactors in the shadow of the Cold War's arms
race.

Schmid's account helps us understand how and why a complex sociotechnical system broke down.
Chernobyl, while unique and specific to the Soviet experience, can also provide valuable lessons for
contemporary nuclear projects.
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From reader reviews:

Mike Munguia:

In other case, little individuals like to read book Producing Power: The Pre-Chernobyl History of the Soviet
Nuclear Industry (Inside Technology). You can choose the best book if you want reading a book. Providing
we know about how is important any book Producing Power: The Pre-Chernobyl History of the Soviet
Nuclear Industry (Inside Technology). You can add know-how and of course you can around the world with
a book. Absolutely right, mainly because from book you can understand everything! From your country until
foreign or abroad you will find yourself known. About simple point until wonderful thing you could know
that. In this era, we can easily open a book as well as searching by internet product. It is called e-book. You
need to use it when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's learn.

Gale Kizer:

Beside that Producing Power: The Pre-Chernobyl History of the Soviet Nuclear Industry (Inside
Technology) in your phone, it may give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or facts. The
information and the knowledge you will got here is fresh from the oven so don't become worry if you feel
like an previous people live in narrow town. It is good thing to have Producing Power: The Pre-Chernobyl
History of the Soviet Nuclear Industry (Inside Technology) because this book offers to you personally
readable information. Do you sometimes have book but you would not get what it's interesting features of.
Oh come on, that will not happen if you have this within your hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be
questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss it? Find this book along with
read it from now!

Terri Mitchell:

That book can make you to feel relax. That book Producing Power: The Pre-Chernobyl History of the Soviet
Nuclear Industry (Inside Technology) was colorful and of course has pictures around. As we know that book
Producing Power: The Pre-Chernobyl History of the Soviet Nuclear Industry (Inside Technology) has many
kinds or style. Start from kids until adolescents. For example Naruto or Detective Conan you can read and
believe that you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book are generally make you bored, any it
makes you feel happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the best book for yourself and try to like reading
which.

Glenn Pryor:

Publication is one of source of expertise. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but native
or citizen have to have book to know the update information of year to year. As we know those textbooks
have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the world. With the
book Producing Power: The Pre-Chernobyl History of the Soviet Nuclear Industry (Inside Technology) we
can consider more advantage. Don't you to definitely be creative people? Being creative person must like to



read a book. Only choose the best book that acceptable with your aim. Don't become doubt to change your
life with this book Producing Power: The Pre-Chernobyl History of the Soviet Nuclear Industry (Inside
Technology). You can more attractive than now.
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